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The Alchemist
Your essay will be a four-paragraph essay.  The first paragraph will be an introduction that grabs the reader’s attention and transitions into a thesis statement/premise promise (which is provided and will be copied exactly as written in your essay).  Each body paragraphs will prove your position in two supports by using quotes from The Alchemist to defend your thesis.  The final paragraph is your conclusion and you will begin with a restated thesis statement and finish your essay with a memorable ending.  
Santiago is taken out of his Ordinary World, and goes on a quest for his Personal Legend, where along the way he meets new people, sees new places, and learns many life lessons.  All of these new encounters serve as memorable character and symbolic archetypes that leave a lasting impression on him.  Identify impacting character and symbolic archetypes found in The Alchemist, and describe how they shaped Santiago’s journey by writing two analytical supports. The first body paragraph will prove character archetypes; you will select and defend two character archetypes that assist Santiago along his hero’s journey.  The second body paragraph will prove symbolic archetypes; you will select and defend two symbolic archetypes that assist Santiago along his hero’s journey.  Thesis Statement: In Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist, character and symbolic archetypes assist Santiago, the epic hero, to fulfill his Personal Legend and Return with the Elixir. In particular, character archetype 1, character archetype 2, symbolic archetype 1, and symbolic arch 2 contribute to Santiago’s journey.
Example: In Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist, character and symbolic archetypes assist Santiago, the epic hero, to fulfill his Personal Legend and Return with the Elixir. In particular, the mentor, the white goddess, the wind, and the sheep contribute to Santiago’s journey.
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Writing an Introduction
An effective introduction is like a fishhook.  Why you ask?  Consider a fishhook.  Why does it work?  It has a curve to make it catch, a point to make it sink in, and a barb to make it stick.  Oh yes, and there’s the bait.  Many writers speak of the need to a “hook” in their writing.  The audience is the sea in which they fish.  The reader is the fish they want to catch.  The subject is the bait.  The angle of approach is that curving hook.  The surprise in the opening is the point that sinks in.  In addition, that little extra touch, that idea left open or that hint of things to come is the barb that won’t let the “hook” slip out.  
A former student wrote the following literary analysis essay.  His introduction is as follows:

Muppet creator Jim Henson had it right.  The 1979 Muppet Movie details the journey of a gang of Sesame Street-like puppets to find success in Hollywood.  A felt frog and fuzzy dog sing the famous line, “Getting there is half the fun; come get there with me.”  Millions of families discover the same knowledge when they go on a detour, make an unscheduled stop, or learn something about each other on the way to that coveted vacation spot.  That lesson is also the driving point of many movies and novels. For example, the modern classic The Alchemist shares the same message stressed by a group of Muppets. This novel takes it a step further in proving that the destination doesn’t matter at all.  Therefore, the journey is far more important than the destination in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist.
With this said, introductory paragraphs should accomplish three tasks:

1. [image: image5.wmf]They should grab the reader’s ___________________________ so that he or she will want to read more.  This information should be approximately _____ sentences in length and allows the reader to become familiar with your essay.  Circle the attention grabber in the student example of an introduction.  
2. [image: image6.wmf]Next, you should use a word, phrase, or an entire sentence, called a  _________________ device to lead into the third component.  Draw a triangle over the device.  
3. Finally, you should transition into a well-developed sentence (that will always be your last sentence in the introduction) that will let the reader know what the writing is about; this is called your ______________________________.  Double underline this sentence.  
ROUGH DRAFT TYPED MLA HEADING/TITLE/INTRODUCTION Due:

Structured Body Paragraph Format

To add support to a paragraph, a writer will include a direct quote that provides support to prove your thesis statement.  Follow this order to write a well-written literary analysis paragraph:
Topic sentence
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Topic sentence:  Identifies what you, the author, will prove in the following paragraph.  Example:  The journey is more important than the destination in The Alchemist because of whom Santiago meets and the morals he learns along the way.  
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Transition:  Words or phrases that smoothly connects ideas within a paragraph.  Example:  First, second, specifically, for example, also, etc.
Lead-in:  A phrase that eases your reader into the quote, summary, or paraphrase.  Example (the lead-in is in italics):  The reader recognizes that Santiago temporarily has lost sight of his Personal Legend when he states, “I need money to buy some sheep” (Coelho 47).
Direct quote:  The information that you take from a source to help prove your point.  For this literary analysis paper, the information will be directly quoted.  This can be narrative, dialogue, or a combination of both – follow the in-class lessons accordingly.
Citation:  A link to the Works Cited page – a book in-text citation contains the author’s last name and a page number.  For example:  (Coelho 13)

Analysis:  This tells your reader how the information you have quoted proves your topic sentence (which in turn, proves your thesis statement).  Analysis may begin with phrases such as: This statement proves that… or Santiago realizes that…  You are required to write at least two sentences per sentence quoted.
Concluding point:  A concluding sentence that reiterates to your reader that you have proven your topic sentence.  You will restate the book title, author, and point proven in your concluding point.  
NOTE:  If your paragraph requires two or even three supports,

simply repeat the steps within the box and arrow.
Another student wrote the following body paragraph when asked what is more important, the journey or the destination as seen in The Alchemist.  As you read, acknowledge the structured format as outlined on the previous page.  
Santiago’s journey is more important than the destination due to the fact that he learns the meaning of unselfish love.  Before Santiago’s call to adventure, he believes his future was with the merchant’s daughter.  However, he quickly realizes that she merely represented something he was accustomed to, a familiar woman in a familiar situation.  After meeting Fatima at the oasis, Santiago tells the alchemist, “I also have Fatima.  She is a treasure greater than anything else I have won” (Coelho 115).  This statement proves that even before Santiago finishes his journey, he believes he has found his reward.  If the tribal wars did not interrupt his journey, Santiago never would have formed a relationship with Fatima.  Unlike the merchant’s daughter, Fatima represents true, unselfish love for Santiago. Though she loves him, she tells him to continue his Personal Legend.  The alchemist also stresses the importance of this when he states, “You must understand that love never keeps a man from pursuing his Personal Legend” (Coelho 120).   This quotation illustrates that only true love supports this type of individual growth.  Fatima loves Santiago enough to let him grow and complete his journey.  Though she is sad when he leaves, she cannot stand in his way.  If Santiago had met a selfish woman who demanded that he remain at the oasis, he never would have learned the Language of the World and would have regretted his decision, much like the baker in his Ordinary World. Therefore, Santiago learning of unselfish love was a critical step in his Personal Legend that proves that the journey is more important than the destination.

Identify the components of the structured body paragraph

1. Underline the topic sentence
2. There are two supports to this paragraph.  Place [brackets] at the beginning and end of each support and number them 1 and 2
3. Within each support, draw a dotted underline under each lead-in
4. Within each support, draw an underline under the two borrowed quotes
5. Within each support, squiggle underline each analysis
6. Double underline the concluding point
ROUGH DRAFT TYPED BODY PARAGRAPHS (BOTH) Due:
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Writing a Conclusion
When you were in elementary school (or even still today) and you were writing a letter, you stopped writing when you had nothing more to write or wrote “Well, the bell is about to ring…” You rarely, if ever, thought of finishing with an “ending” or conclusion.  Your reader may have walked away feeling that there is more to the conversation.  He wondered at times what point you were trying to make, or what your exact purpose in writing what you did.  NEVER should that happen now that you are writing as a young adult.  Never abandon your paper and its thesis statement until you have rested them clearly in a conclusion.  Leave your reader clearly knowing the point you wanted to make.

The following is the student’s conclusion: 

Hence, Paulo Coelho has proved in his novel, The Alchemist, that the destination is not as important as the journey.  If Santiago had been able to get a direct flight from Tarifa to the pyramids in Egypt, he never would have met the alchemist and learned the Soul of the World.  He would not have met Fatima and realized the true meaning of unselfish love.  It is only because of the tests, allies, and enemies that Santiago realizes that his reward is so much greater than money.  A plethora of authors and movie directors share Coelho’s view of the journey and attempt to convey that vision to audiences of all ages.  Kermit and his gang of Muppets learned that the friends they made along the way being “footloose and fancy free” and the detours and dangerous of their Hollywood journey were far more valuable than the end result.
Conclusions should:

1. Begin with a ____________________ that warns your reader that you have finished proving your thesis statement and that you are now leaving them with a memorable ending.  DO NOT begin a conclusion with the cliché phrase “In conclusion…” or anything similar.  Your reader will recognize that this is the conclusion because you are restating your thesis statement.  Underline the restated thesis in the conclusion above.  

2. [image: image10.jpg]Body Paragraph 1: Character Archetypes
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Body Paragraph 2: Symbolic Archetypes
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Use a ____________________ device (a word, phrase, or an entire sentence) to move into your memorable ending.  Place a triangle above this device.  

3. Finish the conclusion with a ____________________________ (at least four more sentences) that finishes by linking back to the ________________________.  This will restate the attention grabbing information and help your reader feel as though the essay is well-rounded.  Draw [brackets] around the memorable ending.

ROUGH DRAFT TYPED CONCLUSION Due:

Works Cited Entry
Coelho, Paulo.  The Alchemist.  Trans. Alan R. Clarke.  New York:  HarperCollins, 
1993.  

In-text Citations
Note that the # symbol represents the page number from which the text is taken

(Coelho #).

Adding Dialogue and Narrative to Your Essay:
Original
“Give me one-tenth of your sheep” said the old man, “and I’ll tell you how to find the hidden treasure.”  Taken from page 20

In Your Essay
“‘Give me one-tenth of your sheep’ said the old man, ‘and I’ll tell you how to find the hidden treasure’” (Coelho 20).

Remember…
Just dialogue, just quotation marks…

Just narrative, just quotation marks…

Dialogue AND narrative together, quotation marks around everything borrowed and single quotation marks around the narrative.


Literary Analysis Essay Checklist

Before you hand in your essay, look over your handouts to make sure that you haven’t missed anything.  If the paper is late, you will lose 10% per day late.  If you are in school at all that day, it counts as a day late if the essay is not turned in.  If you are absent all day, the paper is due the day you return.  

General:

· Typed, 12-point font, Times New Roman, black ink, and white paper

· Double spaced with no extra spaces before or after the title or paragraphs
· MLA heading and running header

· This essay should be 2 to 3 pages

· No report covers or folders

· A creative and captivating title that follows the rules as discussed in class

· One inch margins on each side (File/Page Setup/Margins)

· Book titles are always in italics or underlined when typing

· No first or second person unless you are quoting

· Do not use the words:  things, stuff, a lot, very, well, so

· No slang (write child instead of kid and so on)
Introduction:

· Begin with an attention grabber (no questions) that is at least four sentences in length
· A transitional device (a word, phrase, or sentence)

· A thesis statement – as indicated on the Literary Analysis assignment sheet.  
Body Paragraphs:

· Prove each paragraph in the same order of your thesis statement

· Begin each body paragraph with a topic sentence

· Use transitions between ideas

· For this essay, use two quotes per paragraph

· Use a lead-in for each quote

· Use quotation marks to indicate that you have copied the information word-for-word from the source

· Use an in-text citation after each quoted information – for example:  (Coelho 7).

· Punctuation is always after the in-text citation

· You should at least double the sentence amount of your analysis to prove how the quote proves your thesis statement in your analysis
· The last sentence of each paragraph is a concluding point or evaluation statement – not a sentence that transitions into the next paragraph!

Conclusion:

· The first sentence is a restated thesis statement
· Transition into one of the devices discussed in class to finish your essay so that your reader will remember your essay.
Works Cited:

· The Works Cited page is the page at the end of your paper.  The running header (last name and page number) is in the upper right-hand corner.

· The title Works Cited is centered at the top of the page (there is no change in font)
· List the Works Cited entry as indicated in class lessons.

Literary Analysis Essay

The Alchemist

Name:  ____________________________________ ~ Score: _____/100 ~ Period: _____

General: _____/20 points
_____ MLA format (6 points)

_____ Grammar and mechanics (10 points)

_____ Works Cited page (4 points)
Introduction: _____/10 points
_____ Attention grabber (8 points) _____ Transition (2 Points) 
_____ Thesis statement (2 points)

Body Paragraphs: _____/60 points
_____ Topic sentence (2 points)

_____ Topic sentence (2 points)

_____ Lead-in (3 points) 


_____ Lead-in (3 points)

_____ Quote and citation (4 points)

_____ Quote and citation 

(4 points)

_____ Analysis (8 points)


_____ Analysis (8 points)

_____ Transition into lead-in (2 points)   _____ Transition into lead-in 
 








           (2 points)

_____ Quote and citation (3 points)
_____ Quote and citation 
(3 points)

_____ Lead-out (8 points)


_____ Lead-out (8 points)

Body paragraph 1 _____/30


Body paragraph 2 _____/30

Conclusion: _____/10 points
_____ Restated thesis statement (2 points) _____ Transition (2 points)

_____ Memorable point (6 points)
Bonus: 2 vocabulary words in bold and used correctly in context 

Total: ___/100
