Writing Checklist
1.  Any time you put the word to in front of a verb it becomes a noun.



to run  
to hide
to laugh

2.  There is never a comma used with the word because.



I love school because I learn new lessons every day.


Sentences should NOT begin with because; use since.

3.  Do not use contractions!


do not 
can not
I have

I will

4.  Do not end sentences with a preposition.


Where is it at?

5.  Never use the words thing(s) or stuff.  Be specific.
6.  Do not use the pronoun (2nd person) "you" or “your” unless you are writing a persuasive essay.  

7.   Use the pronoun "who" with people.  Do not use the pronoun which or that.


She is the driver who wrecked her car.  




(NOT – She is the driver that wrecked the car.)

8.  Do not use the word "of" as a verb.



It might have happened.  (NOT - It might of happened.)

9.  Do not use the word "mad" when you mean angry.



I was angry.    def.  mad – insane; mentally disturbed

10.  Capitalize  


 Mom  Dad    Uncle Bob    Aunt Jane 

      Do not capitalize when it is   my mom  my dad  my uncle Bob my aunt Jane

11.  Use 'for example' or 'for instance' instead of like.

12.  Every preposition should be followed by a noun.


Do not say   That man is the judge I was singing for.


Say

That man is the judge for whom I was singing.

13.  Always follow the word that (and this)  _______ with a noun (noun phrase).



NOT  Please, give me that!




Please, give me that pen!

14.  Two ways to connect two independent sentences.



Independent clause, but independent clause.  (Butt rule)



Independent clause; independent clause.

15.  Do not begin sentences with conjunctions: and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet.

15.  When using time, the correct way is A.M. or P.M.

16.  Good\well

16.   Check your MLA heading.
17.  Is it in times new Roman 12?
18. Is it double spaced?  Are your paragraphs indented?

19.  Sentence word count


Academic 12-15 words without end punctuation or ;


English     10 -12


Gen. \Inc   5-9

Use at least FIVE vocabulary words in each essay.  Bolded vocab words.
