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Curriculum Framework 
 
Drawn from the Academic Standards, the Curriculum Framework is a set of teaching topics by subject and 
grade level, further defined via Big Ideas, Concepts, Competencies, Essential Questions, and Vocabulary. 

 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Concepts 

Competencies 

Standards 

Eligible Content 

Declarative statements that describe 
concepts that transcend grade levels. 

 Big Ideas are essential to provide focus 
on specific content for all students. 

Questions connected to the SAS 
framework and are specifically linked to 

the Big Ideas. They should frame student 
inquiry, promote critical thinking, and 

assist in learning transfer. 

Describe what students should know 
(key knowledge) as a result of this 
instruction, specific to grade level. 

 

Describe what students should be able 
to do, key skills, as a result of this 
instruction, specific to grade level. 

Describe what students should know 
and be able to do at the end of a grade 

level. 

Helps educators identify how deeply 
they need to cover an Anchor and/or 

the range of content they should 
teach to best prepare their students 

for the PSSA. 

 

Exemplars 

Performance tasks that can be used 
for assessment and instruction as 
well as professional development.  

An Exemplar is an example of 
student work that meets the 
identified criteria for the task.  

 
Exemplars provide educators with a 

concrete example of assessing 
students’ understanding of the Big 

Ideas, Concepts and Competencies. 

Vocabulary 

Key terminology linked to the 
Standards, Big Ideas, Concepts 
and Competencies in a specific 
content area and grade level. 

 

Assessment Anchors 

Anchor Descriptors 

Describe what students should know 
and be able to do at the end of a specific 

grade. Ties the Standards to 
assessment reporting. 

More specific descriptors that can be 
used for instructional purposes.   
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Curriculum Framework 

1. To begin, choose Curriculum Framework from the Navigation Bar. 
 
 

  
  

 

2. Select a Subject Area and Grade Level, Band, or Stage. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
For secondary level classes select a Course.  
 
Currently, these search tools allow searching by: 

  
o Subject Area - All Subject areas. 

 
o Level –Kindergarten to 8th grade, as well as Stages for World Languages. 

 
o Course – Academic courses offered at the secondary level.  

 
 

 
 

3. Click Search. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. The Big Idea(s) for 
the selected Subject 
Area and Grade 
Level, Course, or 
School-Wide Area 
of Focus will appear.  
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5. Select a Big Idea – the related Essential Questions, Concepts, Competencies, and 

Standards/Eligible Content will populate. 
 

 
 
 
6. You may use the Hide Essential Question or Hide Concepts 

buttons to hide/show those columns within the chart. Click once to 
Hide Essential Questions/Concepts and once again to Show 
them.  
 
 

7. Use the Export/Print icon in the upper-right corner to save the 
Curriculum Framework as a Microsoft Word document.  
 

 
 

8. Hover your mouse over the Standards/Eligible Content code to view the standard statement. 
 

 
 
 

9. Click on the Standards/Eligible Content code to view its relationship to additional levels of 
alignment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
10. On any page listing Standards, a Materials & Resources and/or Assessment button will appear 

to the right of a Standard/Eligible content statement. Click on a button to view either Materials & 
Resources or Assessment items related to that particular statement. 
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PA Core Curriculum Framework 
 

Drawn from the PA Core Standards, the Curriculum Framework is a set of teaching topics by subject 
and grade level, further defined via Long Term Transfer Goals, Big Ideas, Concepts, 
Competencies, and Essential Questions. 

 

1. To begin, choose Curriculum Framework from the Navigation Bar. 
 
 

  
  

 

2. Click on the PA Core Curriculum Framework tab. 

 

3. Select a Subject, Standard Area, and Grade Level, and then click Search. 
 

 

4. This will populate the Long Term Transfer Goals and a list of Big Ideas.  
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5. Click the plus icon to the left of a Big Idea to view the related Essential Question(s). 

 

6. Click the plus icon to the left of an Essential Question to view related Concepts, Competencies, 
Vocabulary, Standards, and Eligible Content. To export the information into Word format click the 
Export to Word button. 

 
 

• Hover your mouse over a Standard or Eligible Content code to view the standard 
statement. 
 

• Click on a Standard or Eligible Content code to view its relationship to additional levels of 
alignment. 
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ELL Overlay 

 
You may view an ELL Overlay to see related standards for English Language Learners. 

 

1. To begin, choose Curriculum Framework from the Navigation Bar. 
 
  

  
  

 
 
 

2. Click the ELL Overlay tab. 

 
 

3. Click on the appropriate sub-topic, and then click the title of the document you wish to view: 
 

 
 

 
4. You will be prompted to either Open the file, or Save 

the file to a location on your hard drive, file server, or 

other storage device.  
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Library Model Curriculum 

 
The Library Model Curriculum is based on the Pennsylvania Core Standards for English Language 
Arts, Reading and Writing in Science & Technology/Technical Subjects, Reading and Writing in 
Social Studies and History and the Pennsylvania Academic Standards in Business, Computer and 
Information Technology. 

1. To begin, choose Curriculum Framework from the Navigation Bar. 
 
  

  
  

 
 
 

2. Click the Library Model Curriculum tab. 
 

 
 

3. Locate the appropriate document, and click the title. 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

4. You will be prompted to either Open the file, or Save the file to 
a location on your hard drive, file server, or other storage 
device.  
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