Science, Technology & Engineering, and Environment Literacy & Sustainability (STEELS) September 2025 q

Grades 9-12

3.5.9-12.JJ Technology and Engineering: Nature and Characteristics of Technology and Engineering

Students who demonstrate understanding can identify and explain how the evolution of civilization has been directly affected by, and has in turn affected, the
development and use of tools, materials, and processes.

Clarifying Statement: The Stone Age started with the development of stone tools used for hunting, cutting, and pounding vegetables and meat and progressed
to the harnessing of fire for heating, cooking, and protection. The Bronze Age began with the discovery of copper and copper-based metals. The wide application
of new agricultural technologies such as the sickle, plow, windmill, and irrigation enabled farmers to grow more food. Sustained technological advancement
caused many people to migrate from farms to developing towns and cities. Other influential developments in this age included weaving machines and the
spinning wheel, which advanced the making of cloth. The invention of gunpowder and guns was an improvement over previous weapons for both hunting and
protection.

Assessment Boundary: N/A

Science and Engineering Practices (SEP) Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCI) Technology and Engineering Practices (TEP)
Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Interaction of Technology and Humans Attention to Ethics
Information e Changes caused by the introduction and use of e  Assesses technological products, systems,
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating a new technology can range from gradual to and processes through critical analysis of their
information in 9—12 builds on K-8 experiences and rapid and from subtle to obvious, and can impacts and outcomes.
progresses to evaluating the validity and reliability of change over time. These changes may vary
the claims, methods, and designs. from society to society as a result of
e Critically read scientific literature adapted for differences in a society’s economy, politics,

classroom use to determine the central ideas and culture.

or conclusions and/or to obtain scientific and/or
technical information to summarize complex
evidence, concepts, processes, or information
presented in a text by paraphrasing them in
simpler but still accurate terms.

Pennsylvania Context: Examples of Pennsylvania context include but are not limited to Pennsylvania’s farming and agricultural practices.

Pennsylvania Career Ready Skills: Evaluate consequences from a personal, and civic perspective to inform decision making.

Connections to Other Standards Content and Practices
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Standard Source Possible Connections to Other Standard(s) or Practice(s)

PA Core Standards: Reading CC.1.2.3.G: Use information gained from text features to demonstrate understanding of a text.

and Writing in Science and CC.1.2.4.G: Interpret various presentations of information within a text or digital source and explain how the information
Technical Areas contributes to an understanding of text in which it appears.

CC.1.2.5.G: Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a
question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

CC.1.4.3.V: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.

CC.1.4.4.V: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.
CC.1.4.5.V: Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

CC.1.4.3.W: Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on
sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

PA Core Standards: Reading CC.1.4.4.W: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take
and Writing in Science and notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Technical Areas (continued) CC.1.4.5.W: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources;
summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.

PA Core Standards and MP.1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
Practices: Math MP.3: Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.
MP.7: Look for and make use of structure.

Integrated Standards for N/A
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