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Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2)

How do you select a text for the 
purpose of analysis?

How do you know if it is at the 
“right” level of complexity?

https://files5.pdesas.org/205072070166065073168101246031163143122141019107/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
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Measures of Complexity
Quantitative Measures
• Lexile

Qualitative Measures
• Knowledge Demands
• Meaning or Purpose
• Text Structure
• Language Features
• Visual Supports

Reader and Task
• Struggling Readers
• Comprehension and/or Analysis

https://www.google.com/search?q=free+images+of+considerations&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwjyxOKBi7T2AhUQEFkFHXpgBrkQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=free+images+of+considerations&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzoHCCMQ7wMQJzoFCAAQgAQ6BggAEAgQHjoECAAQGFC9A1jmMGCWMmgAcAB4AYABvAGIAboIkgEEMTguMZgBAKABAaoBC2d3cy13aXotaW1nwAEB&sclient=img&ei=8gUmYvKDA5Cg5NoP-sCZyAs&bih=646&biw=1280&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS860US861#imgrc=T9-M1yGPkUFyxM
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Quantitative Measures: 
Reflection Journal (page 3)

What is the meaning of 
quantitative measures, and 

more specifically, what do you 
think is the meaning of a Lexile 

measure?
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Text Complexity Grade Bands and 
Lexile Ranges

Lexile Scores
● Surface features of text

○ Word length
○ Word frequency
○ Number of syllables
○ Sentence length
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Lexile Scores Example 1
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Lexile: 630L

• Prior knowledge: migrant workers during the
Great Depression

• Themes related to innocence, race, age, gender,
disabilities, money

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS860US861&sxsrf=APq-WBuFhNQ5o5DDOGWAwPROHdGrhUJ6Dg:1646662758719&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=free+image+for+Of+Mice+and+Men&fir=Gb3HMldKYPXoMM%252CguShtht5e5pCsM%252C_%253BOptHOyNfxkGZvM%252CVeoQSVCTeFVsZM%252C_%253BHLrgqmTinlIHoM%252C6aufjXrlNYA4QM%252C_%253B1MmhZblSyOIFHM%252CvMgeShu72-Fj2M%252C_%253BUVhbGxQ4KHU3DM%252CguShtht5e5pCsM%252C_%253BKMpihAgFavkpsM%252Ci_6_pnBuP4Z6sM%252C_%253B7y03URBgO5nyhM%252C4p8co_I4qL-luM%252C_%253B_NR4jQud5OpqLM%252CguShtht5e5pCsM%252C_%253B_azC6QF70GnvVM%252CooUdi0asnfNlUM%252C_%253Bd4knzq9MUxetHM%252C3YumZdyK8zlVXM%252C_&usg=AI4_-kSkQKEdxtpgXPxlqkvwGOp3hY3n0Q&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi0krHmmLT2AhW1hXIEHaXQAPcQjJkEegQIDhAC&biw=1536&bih=775&dpr=1.25#imgrc=HLrgqmTinlIHoM
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Lexile Scores Example 2
Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco
Lexile: 650L

• Themes related to trust, love, friendship, and
acceptance

https://www.google.com/search?q=free+image+for+Chicken+Sunday&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwj_1O3nmLT2AhVMrHIEHUB-B6sQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=free+image+for+Chicken+Sunday&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzoHCCMQ7wMQJzoFCAAQgAQ6BggAEAgQHjoECAAQGDoGCAAQChAYUN4aWOAzYNw1aABwAHgAgAFSiAHqBpIBAjE3mAEAoAEBqgELZ3dzLXdpei1pbWfAAQE&sclient=img&ei=aRQmYr_8MMzYytMPwPyd2Ao&bih=775&biw=1536&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS860US861#imgrc=uLqJ3gJUnN2u7M
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Qualitative Measure: 
Reflection Journal (page 4)

What do you think each of the qualitative 
features mean?

● Knowledge demands
● Meaning or purpose
● Text structure
● Language features
● Visual supports
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Qualitative Measures

• Achieve the Core – text complexity rubric for
literature

• Achieve the Core – text-complexity rubric for
informational text

https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text-complexity
https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text-complexity
https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text-complexity
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Knowledge Demands
➢ Life experiences
➢ Depth of cultural or literary knowledge
➢ Depth of content or discipline knowledge
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Meaning or Purpose
➢ Clarity of theme or central point
➢ Clarity of language used

Low Complexity Moderate Complexity High Complexity

•Single level of meaning •Multiple competing levels of
meaning or purpose that are
difficult to separate and interpret

•Concrete, explicit language •Language that is subtle,
intricate, and abstract
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Text Structure
➢ Organization
➢ Text features
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Language Features
➢ Vocabulary
➢ Sentence Structures
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Visual Supports
➢ Illustrations and Visual Features (maps, graphs, charts, diagrams)
➢ Text Layout
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Quantitative and Qualitative Measures: 
Reflection Journal (page 5)

How do you think educators should 
consider both the quantitative and 
qualitative measures of a text to make 
determinations about the complexity of 
the text?
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Eleven by Sandra Cisneros

https://files5.pdesas.org/153214199038229178043047221238098109054196078157/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/153214199038229178043047221238098109054196078157/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
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Eleven by Sandra Cisneros
Lexile: 960L

• Themes related to trust, love, friendship, and
acceptance

• Achieve the Core-text complexity rubric for literature

• Achieve the Core- text-complexity rubric for informational text

https://files5.pdesas.org/153214199038229178043047221238098109054196078157/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/153214199038229178043047221238098109054196078157/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text-complexity
https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text-complexity
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Qualitative Features
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Text Selection: 
Reflection Journal (pages 6-7)

How did your evaluation of the different 
qualitative features differ from ours?

Why do you think the levels of complexity were 
the same and/or different?

Which grade level(s) would you recommend 
using this text for text dependent analysis? 

Explain your thinking.
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Eleven by Sandra Cisneros
Lexile: 960L

Possible Prompt: Authors can use characters to reveal a 
story’s theme. Write an essay analyzing how Rachel’s 
thoughts, actions, and feelings reveal a theme about 
Coming of Age. Be sure to use evidence from the text to 
support your response.

https://files5.pdesas.org/153214199038229178043047221238098109054196078157/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/153214199038229178043047221238098109054196078157/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
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Reader and Task Considerations



22

Text Complexity for Analysis Matters!

1. Texts that are low in complexity leave little for the reader to infer
or analyze.

2. Match readers to texts within their zone of proximal
development (Vygotsky, 1978).

3. Preparation for students to be college ready (ACT, 2006,
Reading Between the Lines: What the ACT reveals about
college readiness in reading, pg. 1).

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/psychology/zone-of-proximal-development#:%7E:text=ZPD%20is%20defined%20by%20Vygotsky,86).
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED490828.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED490828.pdf
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Practice Activity-Reflection 
Journal, pages 8-9

Examine a short text you use in your class to determine its qualitative complexity: 
• Knowledge Demands
• Meaning/Purpose
• Text Structure
• Language Features
• Visual Supports

What did you learn about the text by evaluating each of the qualitative features? 

Is it complex enough for students to use for a TDA?



24

For More Information…

Thompson, J. (2019). Selecting Complex 
Texts for Text Dependent Analysis (TDA). 
Center for Assessment (www.nciea.org)

Or

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Complex-Text-Selection.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Complex-Text-Selection.pdf
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
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Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series
Module 1: Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts
Module 2: Understanding Text Dependent Analysis
Module 3: Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts
Module 4: Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis
Module 5: The Difference Between Inference and Analysis
Module 6: Purposeful Annotations
Module 7: Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis
Module 8: Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures
Module 9: Collaborative Discussions
Module 10: Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response
Module 11: The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions
Module 12: Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses
Module 13: Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis
Module 14: Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards
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