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Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2)

1) How do you currently plan lessons to 
support the analysis of text?

2) Why do you think it is important for 
students to analyze text during close 
reading instruction?

https://files5.pdesas.org/243117062196226013122020171139118002198241205151/Download.ashx?hash=2.2


3

Close Reading
Close reading involves the use of a collection of evidence-based
comprehension strategies embedded in a teacher-guided 
discussion, planned around repeated readings of sections of a 
text in order to increase student comprehension.

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fkeystoliteracy.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F07%2Fclose-read-pic-e1562794459429.png&tbnid=mJ1A7zhBld107M&vet=12ahUKEwjOuNa4j_mDAxUcj4kEHQmCDzoQMygAegQIARB0..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fkeystoliteracy.com%2Fblog%2Fclose-reading-elementary-grades-k-5%2F&docid=yVZ3LnEX5vgolM&w=600&h=416&q=images%20of%20close%20reading&ved=2ahUKEwjOuNa4j_mDAxUcj4kEHQmCDzoQMygAegQIARB0


4

Structure of a Close Reading Lesson

Collaborative
Discussions

Multiple
Readings

Challenging 
Text

Dedicated 
Time

PurposefulMaking 
Thinking 
Visible

Intentional
Analysis



5

Text Complexity for Analysis
1. Match readers to texts within their zone of proximal development (Vygotsky, 1978).

2. Texts that are low in complexity leave little for the reader to infer or analyze.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/psychology/zone-of-proximal-development#:%7E:text=ZPD%20is%20defined%20by%20Vygotsky,86).
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Text Selection

For additional information on Text Selection see the TDA Resource: Selecting Complex Text for Analysis

Characters
Theme

Evidence 
Inferences 
Interrelationships

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Complex-Text-Selection.pdf
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Selecting Text: Reflection Journal (page 3)

Identify the reading elements in your 
current unit of instruction.

Examine an upcoming text and 
determine if it could be used for teaching 
analysis during a close reading lesson. 

Explain why or why not.
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Re-read sections of the text to 
make:
• connections
• inferences
• meaning of the author’s 

techniques or use of figurative 
language

And re-read to consider what the text 
leaves uncertain or unstated. 

Rereading the Text

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=images%20of%20rereading%20a%20text&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theparisreview.org%2Fblog%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F02%2Frecycle2.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theparisreview.org%2Fblog%2F2020%2F02%2F05%2Fnotes-of-a-chronic-rereader%2F&docid=8D3DLAS6BcUzbM&tbnid=uvZ5EKNx9VKUxM&vet=12ahUKEwjwodquv9uEAxU7EGIAHQDiAVYQM3oECGoQAA..i&w=2000&h=1500&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjwodquv9uEAxU7EGIAHQDiAVYQM3oECGoQAA


9For additional information on Text Dependent Questions see the TDA Resource Close Reading Questions Leading to TDA

• How does the narrator calling himself
“nervous” but not “mad” in paragraph 1
foreshadow what is happening in this
section?

• Find a line in this section that is repeated and
discuss how it creates suspense in the story.

• The author uses two main symbols in this
section – the eye and the heart. How do they
create suspense?

• Identify specific focus and purpose.
• Develop text dependent questions.

Rereading the Text2

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Close-Reading-Questions-for-TDA.pdf
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Rereading the Text: Reflection Journal 
(page 4)

Identify the text you could use to teach 
analysis of the reading elements.

Record the text dependent questions you 
would pose to support analysis of these 

reading elements. Explain how these 
questions support comprehension and 

analysis.
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Collaborative Discussions
• Engages students in understanding the text

and how all text elements work together
• Builds knowledge, increases vocabulary, and

identifies evidence to support thinking
• Makes real-world connections and engages

students in dialogue
• Exposure to diverse perspectives allowing

students to understand various possibilities

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi0.wp.com%2Fconsiliumeducation.com%2Fitm%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F4%2F2017%2F01%2Fafrican-2029984_1280.png%3Ffit%3D1280%252C954%26ssl%3D1&tbnid=4hqZCi29u-vsRM&vet=12ahUKEwiA8uaxy4OEAxWhF2IAHQ95DMEQMygnegUIARCwAQ..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fconsiliumeducation.com%2Fitm%2F2017%2F01%2F04%2Ftwo-or-more-heads-are-better-than-one%2F&docid=92rs6MSGPoPghM&w=1280&h=954&q=image%20of%20students%20having%20collaborative%20discussions&ved=2ahUKEwiA8uaxy4OEAxWhF2IAHQ95DMEQMygnegUIARCwAQ
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Collaborative Discussions2

• Ask probing questions
• Ask clarifying questions
• Adjust instruction

For additional information on Text Dependent Questions see the TDA Resource Collaborative Discussions for Close Reading

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Collaborative-Discussions-for-Close-Reading.pdf
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Close Reading Lesson
• A close read is engaging
• A close read has a defined purpose
• A close read allows students to see connections within the text
• A close read provides a daily reason to learn
• A close read teaches students to dig deeper in the text
• A close read is a process to learning more

Close reading… is not a change to what you teach –
just how you teach it!
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Decision Points
What has been taught? What needs to be taught?

• Meaning of the focus reading elements
• Meaning of analysis
• Engagement in collaborative discussions
• Identify precise and accurate evidence
• Deconstructing a TDA prompt
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Benefits of Analyzing Student Work: 
Reflection Journal (page 5)

Given what you have taught in your reading 
lessons about the reading elements, text 
dependent questions, and collaborative 

discussions, how much time would be needed for 
a close reading lesson that includes the different 
aspects of close reading and the decision points 

listed on the previous slide? Explain your 
rationale.
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Backward Design Process
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Writing the Prompt and Response

For additional information on Creating a Prompt and Writing a Response see the TDA Close Reading Lesson Plans and 
Annotated Student Responses to TDA Prompts

https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Text-Dependent-Analysis-Video-Modules
https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Text-Dependent-Analysis-Video-Modules
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Instructional Plan
• What are the planned

activities and text
dependent questions
used to engage students in
the targeted learning?

• What are the teacher’s
actions for each of the
activities?

• What are the students’
actions for each of the
activities?
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• Clear objective
• Well-organized content
• Student-centered approach
• Engaging activities
• Formative assessment

High-Quality Lesson Plan

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fteaching.uic.edu%2Fcate-teaching-guides%2Fsyllabus-course-design%2Fbackward-design%2F&psig=AOvVaw2vm_ZxefCcWGR6j4_J3rWm&ust=1709732667940000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBMQjRxqFwoTCLipjNWg3YQDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAN


20

Final Thoughts-Reflection Journal, pages 6-7

Consider your instructional practice: 

1) In what ways are your current reading lessons similar and different
from the high-quality close reading lesson described in this module?

2) Examine a current reading lesson you are planning to teach. Explain
how you can begin with this lesson and revise it to meet the
expectations of a high-quality close reading lesson leading to
analysis.
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For More Information…

Thompson, J. (2022). Text Dependent 
Analysis – Close Reading Lessons. 
Center for Assessment (www.nciea.org)

Or

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit

https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Text-Dependent-Analysis-Video-Modules
https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Text-Dependent-Analysis-Video-Modules
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx


22

Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series

Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts
Understanding Text Dependent Analysis
Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts
Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis
The Difference Between Inference and Analysis
Purposeful Annotations
Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis
Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures
Collaborative Discussions
Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response
The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions
Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses
Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis
Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis

Module 1: 
Module 2: 
Module 3: 
Module 4: 
Module 5: 
Module 6: 
Module 7: 
Module 8: 
Module 9: 
Module 10: 
Module 11: 
Module 12: 
Module 13: 
Module 14: 
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards
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