District Legal Obligations to Provide a Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP)

Date:

Dear Parent/Guardian(s):
Pennsylvania state law

Federal laws and court rulings require that public school districts take affirmative steps to overcome language barriers
for students who are learning English so that they can learn English, participate meaningfully in their education, and
access all academic content.

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination on the grounds of race, color, or national origin by
recipients of federal financial assistance. The Title VI regulatory requirements prohibit denial of equal access to
education because of student’s lack of proficiency in English based on exposure to another language that is tied to
their national origin.

The Castaiieda v. Pickard case in 1981 established a three-part test to evaluate the adequacy of a district's program
for EL students:

(1) the program must be based on an educational theory recognized as sound by some experts in the field or is
considered by experts as a legitimate experimental strategy;

(2) resources and personnel must be provided in order to implement this theory effectively; and

(3) the school district must evaluate its programs and make adjustments where needed to ensure language barriers
are actually being overcome.

Our districts must adhere to these laws as well as state policies and regulations related to the education of English
learners. In summary, we

may not deny services based on English proficiency that your child would otherwise be eligible for,

e  must take affirmative steps to overcome language barriers in all of our educational settings and
programs so that your child can meaningfully access the academic standards and content

e  must ensure that we have designed and implemented a program of instruction and support that is based
on a sound theory or accepted as a legitimate experimental strategy by some experts in the field,

e  must provide adequate resources to the program in order to implement the theory effectively, and

must evaluate the program to ensure that it is effective, and

must make adjustments to the program if it is found to be inadequate in any way.

Accordingly, our school district has implemented a program that we believe is the most appropriate to meet your
child’s needs. You have a right to refuse certain portions of this program, but even if you do, the district is still required
by civil rights laws to provide all necessary supports that will help your child attain English proficiency and access
academic content. The district is also required to assess the English proficiency of your students each year.

If you feel our district is not meeting its obligations to provide your student with an appropriate EL program, you have
the right to file a complaint with the state department of education at 717-783-6595 or to file a curriculum deficiency
complaint at the PDE website.


https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/School%20Services/Pages/AllegationsCurrDef.aspx

Nghia vu phap 1y ciia khu hoc chanh trong viéc cung cAp Chwong trinh gido duc hwéng din ngoén
ngir (LIEP)

Ngay:

Kinh giri (cac) quy Phu huynh/Nguoi giam ho:

Théng bao nay duge cung cip dé quy vi biét v& cac quyén ciia con em minh lién quan dén gido duc cong lap va cac dich
vu ma khu hoc chanh cua chung t6i duge yéu cdu cung cip. Lut lién bang va phan quyét cua toa an yéu ciu cac khu
hoc chanh phai thuc hién cic budc xac nhan nhim gitp vuot qua rao can ngdn ngit cho cic hoc sinh dang hoc tiéng
Anh dé cac em c6 thé hoc tiéng Anh, tham gia thiét thuc vao chwong trinh gido duc va tiép can tit ca noi dung hoc tap.

Tiéu dé VI ciia Pao ludt quyén cong dan nam 1964 cAm phan biét déi xur vi 1y do ching toc, mau da hodic ngudn gbe
qudc gia cua nhitng ngudi nhan hd tro tai chinh lién bang. Cac yéu ciu quy dinh ciia Tiéu d& VI nghiém cAm tir chdi
viéc tiép cén gido duc binh déng vi hoc sinh khong thanh thao tiéng Anh dua trén viée tiép xtuc véi mot ngdn ngit khac
gén lién v6i ngudn gde qudc gia ciia ho.

Trudng hop Castaiieda v. Pickard ndm 1981 da thiét 1ap mot bai kiém tra ba phin dé danh gid mirc do diy du cta
chuong trinh cua khu hoc chanh danh cho hoc sinh EL:

(1) chuong trinh phai dwa trén 1y thuyét gido duc duoc mot sé chuyén gia trong linh vuc ndy cong nhén la ding dén
hoic dugc cac chuyén gia coi 1a chién luge thir nghiém hop phép;

(2) phai cung cip ngudn tro gitip va nhan su dé thuc hién 1y thuyét ndy mot cach hiéu qua; va

(3) khu hoc chanh phai danh gia cac chuong trinh ciia minh va thuc hién diéu chinh khi cin thiét dé dam bao thuc su
khic phuc dugc cac rao can ngdn ngi.

Khu hoc chanh phai tuan thu cac luat nay ciing nhu cic chinh sach va quy dinh cua tiéu bang lién quan dén viée gido
duc cua ngudi hoc tiéng Anh. Tém lai, chung t6i

e  khong duoc tir chdi cac dich vu dua trén trinh do tiéng Anh ma con em quy vi c6 thé du didu kién tiép
nhan,

e phai thyc hién cac bude x4c nhin dé vuot qua rao can ngdn ngit trong tat ca bdi canh va chuong trinh gido
duc dé giup con em quy vi co thé tiép ¢an céc tiéu chuin va nodi dung hoc tdp mét cach thiét thuc

e  phai dam bao ring chung t6i di thiét ké va thuc hién mot chwong trinh huéng din va hd trg dua trén 1y
thuyét dung din hodc dugc mot sé chuyén gia trong linh vuc nay chap nhan nhu chién lugc thir nghiém
hop phap,

e phai cung cip diy du cac ngudn trg giup cho chuong trinh dé trién khai 1y thuyét mot cach hidu qua va
phai danh gia chwong trinh d& dam bao ring chuong trinh ¢6 hiéu qua va
phai thyuc hién cac didu chinh déi voi chuong trinh néu thay khong phit hop dudi bat ky hinh thirc ndo.

Theo d6, khu hoc chanh da thuc hién mét chuong trinh ma ching t6i tin réng 12 thich hop nhit dé dap tng nhu clu cua
con em quy vi. Quy vi co quyén tir chdi mot sb phan cua chuong trinh nay, nhung ngay cé khi quy vi lam nhu vay, thi
khu hoc chénh vin phai cung cép tit ca hd trg can thiét s& gitip con em quy vi dat dugc trinh d6 théng thao tiéng Anh
va tiép can ndi dung hoc thuat theo luat vé quyén dan su. Khu hoc chanh cling phai danh gia trinh d6 tiéng Anh cua hoc
sinh m&i nam.

Néu quy vi cam thiy khu hoc chanh cua chung t6i khong dép tng cac nghia vy trong viée cung cip cho con em quy vi
moét chuong trinh EL thich hop, quy vi ¢6 quyén ndp don khiéu nai véi s gido duc tiéu bang theo sb 717-783-6595
hodc ndp don khiéu nai vé sy thidu sot ciia chuong trinh giang day tai trang web PDE.


https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/School%20Services/Pages/AllegationsCurrDef.aspx
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