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Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2) 

1) How would you describe the purposes 
of collaborative discussions? 

2) Given your understanding of 
collaborative discussions, in what ways 
are they a necessary part of close 
reading instruction? 

https://files5.pdesas.org/174116126092178145181047143191121200058075184238/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
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Collaborative Discussions/Conversations 
• “Collaborative conversations are characterized by purposeful talk 

focused around topics and texts appropriate to the grade level and 
discipline.” 

• “They are sustained conversations between students in which ideas 
are presented, defended, elaborated upon, and responded to.” 

• “Collaborative conversations encourage exchanges of ideas, based on 
evidence, that generate new thinking and stronger understanding.” 

(Maine Department of Education, Literacy Links, v 10, n.3) 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/nov.pdf
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Structure of a Close Reading Lesson 

Collaborative 
Discussions 

Dedicated 
Time 

Challenging 
Text 

Repeated 
Readings 

Text 
Dependent 
Questions 



5 

Collaborative Discussions/Conversations 
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Purpose of Collaborative Discussions: 
Reflection Journal (page 3) 

Given that collaborative 
discussions are part of the 

English Language Arts standards 
and a necessary aspect of close 

reading, brainstorm why you think 
their use is so important. 
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Importance of Collaborative Discussions 
• Engages students in understanding the text

and how all text elements work together
• Builds knowledge, increases vocabulary, and

identifies evidence to support thinking
• Makes real-world connections and engages

students in dialogue
• Builds students’ strength in demonstrating the

cognitively complex expectations of the
English language arts
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Importance of Collaborative Discussions 
• Develops higher-level thinking, oral 

communication, self-management, and 
leadership skills, 

• Increases student retention, self-esteem, and 
responsibility, 

• Provides exposure to and increases in 
understanding of diverse perspectives, and 

• Prepares students for real-life social and 
employment situations. 
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Process of Collaborative Discussions 

“speech as the vital ingredient” to student achievement… Rosenblatt, L. (1988, p. 3) 
Participation in “social practice” allows individuals to “perform new tasks and to 
master new understandings… Lave & Wenger (1991, p. 53) 

Meaningful text dependent questions grounded in the text 

Think deeply, communicate, and build on ideas by listening to others 

Orally rehearse the meaning of the text 

Respond to a text dependent analysis response 
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Benefits of Collaborative Discussions: 
Reflection Journal (page 4) 

Reflect on the benefits of collaborative 
discussions. Describe how one or two 
benefits are meaningful to you. Explain 

why each benefit is impactful for 
students. 
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Planning for Collaborative Discussions 
Think and Talk 

About Texts 
Participate in 
Discussions 

Purposeful 
Structures 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edd.consulting%2Fbook-series%2Ftalk-about-texts&psig=AOvVaw0jaGud122QOttkeTUh_qt2&ust=1707171177724000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBMQjRxqFwoTCMDqpa_akoQDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/teachinginadigitalagev3m/chapter/6-5-online-collaborative-learning/
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Thinking and Talking About Text 

A scaffolding process that provides 
a window into how the teacher: 
• thinks about the text 
• identifies the reading elements 
• articulates the language and 

ideas necessary for 
comprehension and analysis of 
texts 
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Strategies to Support Thinking and Talking 
About Text 

The Thompson TOA Model 

Strategy: Marking 
Teacher Question/Statement 
Description 

That's an important point. 
Identifies an important contribution made to the discussion. The teacher asks the 
student to repeat and elaborate, and then points out why it is important to note the 
information relative to th,e question or point being discussed 

Strategy: Challenging Students 
Teacher Question/Statement 
Description 

What do you think? 
The teacher turns the responsibility for reasoning1 about a concept back to the students 
which develops shared understandings. 

Strategy: Pressing for Accuracy 
Teacher Question/Statement 
Description 

Where in the text did you find that? 
This question focuses students on the text and locating accurate and precise evidence 
to support the point that is being made. This question models for all students the need 
to return to the text and reread to locate evidence. 

g pennsylvania 
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Additional Thinking and Talking About Text 
Strategies: Reflection Journal (page 5) 

Examine the additional thinking and 
talking about text strategies on slide 15. 
Record in your Reflection Journal what 

you think the purpose and use is for 
each of these strategies. 
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Additional Thinking and Talking About Text 
Strategies: Reflection Journal (page 5) 

The Thompson TOA Model 

Strategy: Building on Prior Knowledge 
Teacher Question/Statement: How does this connect? 
Descriptiion 

Strategy: Pressing for Reasoning 
Teacher Question/Statement: Why do you think that? 
Descriptiion 

Strategy: Expanding Reasoning 
Teacher Question/Statement: Repeat what you said; say more about that. 
Descriptiion 

Strate : Reca in 
Teacher Question/Statement: What have we discovered? 
Descriptiion 

g pennsylvania 
DEl'ART!MEMT 0" Eot.CATION 

.~ Cencer for 
~~ Assessment 
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The Thompson TOA Model 

Strategy: Building on Prior Knowledge 
Teacher Question/Statement: 
Description 

How does this co,nnect? 
This question reminds students that the concepts from the text dependent analiysis 
prompt and the text they are reading are linked to previous learning. Reminding 
students of knowledge they have previously acquired encourages students to make 
connections and to recognize the prerequisite knowledge they possess for being 
successful. 

Strategy: Pressing for Reasoning 
Teacher Question/Statem,ent: 
Description 

Why do you think that? 
This question moves the discussion from an unsubstantiated claim or opinion to one in 
which students must provide textual evidenoe to support their think.iing . Asking 
students to support their reasoning prepares ~hem for writing a text dependent analysis 
response with supporting evidenoe. 

Strategy: Expanding Reasoning 
Teacher Question/State.m,ent: 
Description 

Repeat what you said; say mo.re about that. 
This probe encourages the student to elaborate on their thinking. This requires wait 
time by the teacher, as well as the other students. Providing an additional ten seoonds 
allows the minimum time needed for a student to formulate an answer to a question 
that calls for rigorous reasoning. 

Strategy: Recapping 
Teacher Question/Statem,ent: 
Description 

What have we discovered? 
Because ideas can evolve through the contributions of many students during 
collaborative discussions, this question ensures that students can succinctly 
summarize what has been discussed. Recapping is a way of repeating a shared 
understanding of the topic under discussion . 

g pennsylvania 
DEl'ART!MEMT 0" Eot.CATION 

.~ Cencer for 
~~ Assessment 
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Actively Participate in Discussions 
Keeping the channels open 

• Did everyone hear that?
• Say that again, nice and loud, so that everyone can hear.

Keeping everyone together 
• Who can repeat…?

Linking contributions 
• Who wants to add on?

Verifying and clarifying 
• So, are you saying?

Establishing Turn-Taking Norms 
• Can you hand that comment off?

Using Wait Time 
• Think about it before answering.
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Supporting all Students, Reflection Journal 
(page 6) 

Brainstorm possible sentence starters or 
frames that you think would provide 

students with the language necessary to 
agree, disagree, and ask questions for 

clarification of ideas using language that is 
respectful and holds everyone 

accountable. 
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Supporting all Students 
The Thompson TOA Model 

Agree 
• I agree, with what (Fom)i said because ... 
• I'd like to add ... 
• Another exa.mple of what (Kendra) m·,entioned is ... 
• I'd like to go back to wha.t (Jose) said about .. . and add .. . 

Diisagree 
• I disagree with what (Chandra) said be,cause ... 
• I understand (Sam·'s) point bu.t ... 
• I noticed so.me of the same .things as (Ang,elina) bu.t also noted ... 
• Could it also be that .. . ? 
• Howev,er, this e,xample de.monstrates that. .. 

Clarify 
• What do you m·ean when you say .. . ? 
• Do you think .that ... ? 
• Could you provide an exam:Ple,? 
• I'd like to go back to wha.t (Janine)1 s,aid about .. . be1cause it is unclear what is meant by .... 
• It is confusing that. .. 

G pennsylvania ~ !.. Cencer fo r 
oEPART!MEMTo•Eot.CA110N ~~ Assessment 
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Structures for Collaborative Discussions 
• Gallery Walk or Chat Stations
• Philosophical Chairs
• Discussion Roundtable
• Affinity Maps or Diagrams
• Concentric Circles
• Cover-Stations
• Hot Seat
• Snowball Discussion
• Socratic Seminar
• Text-Rendering Experience

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/teachinginadigitalagev3m/chapter/6-5-online-collaborative-learning/
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Teacher’s Role: 

• Guide students in analyzing texts while
considering peer perspectives

• Listen to the types of evidence and thinking
students are sharing

• Clarify misconceptions
• Indicate different questions that should be

posed
• Prepare students to respond to the text

dependent analysis prompt

Use of Collaborative Discussions 
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Final Thoughts-
Reflection Journal, pages 7-8 

Consider your instructional practice: 

1) What are your next steps in using the identified strategies to help
students think and talk about the text?

2) What are your next steps in using the different collaborative
discussion structures to support analysis of text?
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For More Information… 

Thompson, J. (2020). Collaborative 
Discussions for Close Reading. Center for 
Assessment (www.nciea.org) 

Or 

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit 

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Collaborative-Discussions-for-Close-Reading.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Collaborative-Discussions-for-Close-Reading.pdf
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
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Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis 
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series 
Module 1: Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts 
Module 2: Understanding Text Dependent Analysis 
Module 3: Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts 
Module 4: Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis 
Module 5: The Difference Between Inference and Analysis 
Module 6: Purposeful Annotations 
Module 7: Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis 
Module 8: Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures 
Module 9: Collaborative Discussions 
Module 10: Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response 
Module 11: The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions 
Module 12: Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses 
Module 13: Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis 
Module 14: Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis 
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards 
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