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Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2)

How do you define “inference”?

How is an inference the 
same/different from analysis?

https://files5.pdesas.org/148092076138048124139013091098119155009221138046/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
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AnalysisInferencing
Reading 
Comprehension

Inference - Bridge to Analysis
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Reading Comprehension and Inferences

Basic Reading Comprehension - demonstrate general 
understanding of reading elements and the main information 
the author wants the reader to know

Inferencing - use text evidence from a section of the text and 
combine with background knowledge to interpret the author’s 
meaning.
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Blueberry Picking by 
Donald Hall

https://files5.pdesas.org/097085151054027193135203239220014015213061127069/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
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Inferences

The grandson feels 
frustrated because no 
matter how he picks the 
blueberries he has 
foreign matter in his 
bucket and he can never 
get comfortable.

The grandson is 
persistent because 
despite the challenges 
of picking the  
blueberries he keeps 
picking them.

Questions that Elicit an 
Inference

● How do you think the 
grandson feels about 
blueberry picking and 
how do you know?

● What does this tell you 
about the grandson?
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Definition of Analysis

“A detailed examination of the 
elements or structure of text, by 

breaking it into its component parts to 
uncover interrelationships, in order to 

draw a conclusion”.

(Thompson & Lyons, 2017)
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Chain of Reasoning
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Grade 4 Student Example #1
TDA Prompt

Write an essay 
analyzing how the 

grandson 
demonstrates a 

theme about 
persistence when 
responding to the 

challenges of 
blueberry picking.
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His grandfather showed him the right way to pick 
and this helped the grandson to fill his bucket quicker. This encouraged 
him to persevere and overcome this challenge of squishing the blueberries.
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Example #2
Pause the video and read
the text The Cormorant in My 
Bathtub using this hyperlink.

TDA Prompt

Write an essay analyzing how the 
main character of The Cormorant 

in my Bathtub changes in 
response to the events in the 

passage.

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/The-Cormorant-in-My-Bathtub-by-Brooke-Rogers.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/The-Cormorant-in-My-Bathtub-by-Brooke-Rogers.pdf
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Grade 6 Student Example #2

Reflection 
Journal (page 3):

Identify the..
● text evidence,
● the inference 
● and analysis.
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Grade 6 Student Example #2 cont.

Let’s see if we 
found the same 
information!

Identify the..
● text evidence,
● the inference, 
● and analysis.
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Example #3
Pause the video and read
the poem Caged Bird using 
this hyperlink.

TDA Prompt

Write an essay analyzing
how the poet’s descriptions 

develop the theme of the poem.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48989/caged-bird
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Grade 8 Student Example #3 Reflection Journal (page 4):

Identify the..
● text evidence,
● the inference,
● and analysis.
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Grade 8 Student Example #3 cont.

Let’s see if we found the same information!

● Text evidence: “…his wings are clipped and his feet are tied so he opens his throat to sing.
The caged bird sings with a fearful trill of things unknown but longed for still and his tune is
heard on the distant hill for the caged bird sings of freedom.”
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Grade 8 Student Example #3 cont. 1

Let’s see if we found the same information!

● Inference: When reading about the caged bird, the image given by the word choice is cruel 
and unpleasant.
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Grade 8 Student Example #3 cont. 2

Let’s see if we found the same information!

● Analysis: Despite such descriptions, at the end, the caged bird’s hope of one day being free
is powerful. So powerful that even though he is bound, he uses the last option he has left –
his voice – to continue singing of freedom again and again.
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Chain of Reasoning: Reflection Journal 
(page 5)

Based on these three samples of student 
work showing  evidence-inference-analysis, 
explain in your own words, how these 
students demonstrated a chain of reasoning.
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Struggling Readers

“Glaser (1989) stated that one criterion for distinguishing 
poor and good readers is the number of inferences they 
produce. Glaser pointed out that poor readers do not 
realize their breakdowns in comprehension. Whereas 
good readers produce more inferences to rebuild 
comprehension breaks, poor readers simply paraphrase 
the text” (Ozgungor, S. & Guthrie, J., 2004, p. 438). 
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Instructional Implications: 
Reflection Journal (pages 6)

Given this information about good 
readers and struggling readers, 

what do you think are the 
instructional implications?
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Instructional Implications

1. Teach students the meaning of inference and
analysis as academic vocabulary.

2. Pose “why” questions to elicit an inference.

3. Correct misconceptions or incomplete understanding
of the text immediately.
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Final Thoughts-
Reflection Journal, pages 7-9

Consider your instructional practices: 

1) How often do you teach students the academic vocabulary necessary to
successfully understand and engage in making inferences and analyzing different
reading elements?

2) In what ways do you support students in making inferences when they are
reading text? Describe the types of questions you pose and the strategies you
use to help students make inferences.

3) What opportunities do you provide students to learn and practice what is
expected in an analysis of two reading elements?
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For More Information…

Thompson, J. (2019). Recognizing the 
Difference between Inference and 
Analysis. Center for Assessment 
(www.nciea.org)

Or

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TDA-Inference-or-Analysis.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TDA-Inference-or-Analysis.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TDA-Inference-or-Analysis.pdf
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
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Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series
Module 1: Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts
Module 2: Understanding Text Dependent Analysis
Module 3: Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts
Module 4: Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis
Module 5: The Difference Between Inference and Analysis
Module 6: Purposeful Annotations
Module 7: Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis
Module 8: Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures
Module 9: Collaborative Discussions
Module 10: Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response
Module 11: The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions
Module 12: Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses
Module 13: Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis
Module 14: Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards
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