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Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2)

What is the meaning of 
“analysis”? 

What are the underlying 
expectations of Text Dependent 

analysis?

https://files5.pdesas.org/218234148059042093213016077227006211247150206191/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
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Definition of Analysis

“A detailed examination of the elements or structure of text, 
by breaking it into its component parts to uncover 
interrelationships, in order to draw a conclusion.”

(Thompson & Lyons, 2017)
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TDA Expectations

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research, applying 

grade-level reading standards for literature and 
informational texts. 

(Pennsylvania Academic Standards, 2014)
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TDA Expectations (cont.)
Analysis of grade-appropriate literary or informational text

• demonstrate overall comprehension of the text
• draw accurate and precise evidence from the text about specific literary 

elements or structure
• make inferences about the author’s meaning using explicit evidence 

and background knowledge
• explain and elaborate on the author’s meaning about literary or 

informational elements or structure
• write a grade-appropriate essay in response to a prompt expecting 

analysis
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TDA Prompts
The Thompson TOA Model 

Reading ,comprehensiion Analysis 

The auH1or writes .,.,., what stateIment best supports, this 
claiim1? 

llderntify ~o challenges that tl11e Imain character 
,e ncou I11tered ,., 

Understanding of: 
. , ,authom-'s craft o,r t,e.ol11111iques, 
• r,ead irng or lit,er,ary ellements 

Authors o,ften reveall infoirma.•iio111 about ,a theme 
th rou g 1h the, thouglllts and actiio 11Is of the uha racters,,., 
Write, an essay ana1y·zingI h1ow the, ,grarndson 
dem10I11strat,es a theme about peIrsistenoe when 
r-es po111 ding to the ch al I eng,es of lbll ueberry p iclkiI11 g. Use 
evidence, from the text to sup port your respo111 se,. 

(Developed usirng the text Blueberry Picking by 
Dornald Hall) 

G pennsylvania ~ !.. Cencer for 
oEPART!MEMTo•Eot.CA110N ~~ Assessment 



7

Basic Comprehension vs. Analysis: 
Reflection Journal (page 3)

How are the expectations of 
general reading comprehension 
the same and different from the 
expectations of text dependent 

analysis?
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Underlying Components of Text 
Dependent Analysis

1. Reading Comprehension

2. Analysis of an author’s use
of reading elements or text
structure

3. A well-written essay

https://www.google.com.au/search?q=free+images+of+text+analysis&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiesZu3m_D1AhWBL1kFHY31C-cQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=free+images+of+text+analysis&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQA1DVCFiZF2CZGWgAcAB4AIABqQGIAc8HkgEEMTMuMZgBAKABAaoBC2d3cy13aXotaW1nwAEB&sclient=img&ei=WnACYp6cNoHf5NoPjeuvuA4&bih=969&biw=1920#imgrc=l01MVaIHCYZxmM
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Successful Analysis
• Authors make specific choices about reading elements,

craft and style, and text structure
• Describe “how” and “why” the author made those

choices and for what particular reasons
• Explain the significance and/or impact
• Draw a conclusion about the author’s meaning or

message
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Analyzing Text - Author’s Choices

Excerpt from The House on Mango Street

Text Structure:
● Vignettes - reflects the main character’s

point of view
○ not quite poetry; not quite a full story
○ introduction of multiple characters
○ unresolved situations and problems
○ reflects the life of children and women

in the barrio
[Reference for structure analysis]

https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/My-Name-Task.pdf
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/mangostreet/context/
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Consideration #1: Deconstructing Standards

Deconstructing or “Unpacking” Reading Standards

• Underlying knowledge
• Underlying skills
• Patterns of reasoning

See Deconstructed Standards Leading to Analysis
Pennsylvania Department of Education and Center for Assessment

https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Deconstructed-Standards-Leading-to-Analysis-grades-K-8
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS860US861&sxsrf=APq-WBv-WSHPMMmLyVqyKahfDUjlplev7Q:1644415095006&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=free+image+for+unpacking+standards&fir=f_6dNNnTMXgLYM%252CnBUn-db1Ebx9pM%252C_%253B4JKS6L-vVNaYAM%252CBJ34FcyjcblAkM%252C_%253By7NK2NZaeWQvVM%252CXZY3oLU5rpVwmM%252C_%253BEGuKHfch0TK9ZM%252CT9T1ITyJQDjHRM%252C_%253B2dGxGglgpGnEwM%252Chy4MUH3ZuflOXM%252C_%253BmgWxd9ig8L4CbM%252CT9T1ITyJQDjHRM%252C_%253Bj2mUz8cP1qgLAM%252CnBUn-db1Ebx9pM%252C_%253BPmY70qA0SYntCM%252CzsBRfI7bOm0qCM%252C_%253ByW6iqnBfk32J5M%252CrT5bUQrN1OEpQM%252C_%253BjE-NDUbQ9TezpM%252CvaxmPUuuxCZVGM%252C_&usg=AI4_-kSdo4PAQZPbbp_Le3ZI57chl4w2rw&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjGgufM4_L1AhVtiOAKHVynDxUQjJkEegQIBRAC&biw=1280&bih=646&dpr=1.5#imgrc=XeZvOeYhYrW3SM
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Deconstructing or “Unpacking” Reading Standards
Partial Example - grade 4

Standard: 1.3.4.C - Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text.

Underlying Expectations of the Reading 
Standards



13

Deconstruction of Standards: 
Reflection Journal (page 4)

Using the example standard 
deconstruction, describe how knowing 

the underlying knowledge and skills 
changes or supports the way you 

currently teach the standard.
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Consideration #2: Curriculum & Reading Series

Opportunity to
• learn
• practice
• demonstrate
• analyze

https://jooinn.com/images/book-isolated-1.jpg
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Consideration #3: TDA Learning Progressions

For more information on the purpose and use of TDA Learning Progressions, see Module 11.

https://files5.pdesas.org/221212130094144177104093004155143092234224185032/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/221212130094144177104093004155143092234224185032/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
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Consideration #4: PSSA TDA Scoring Guidelines

Download the PSSA 
Text Dependent 
Analysis Scoring 
Guidelines

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education/documents/instruction/assessment-and-accountability/pssa/scoring-guidelines-and-formula-sheets/english-language-arts/pssa%20text%20dependent%20analysis%20scoring%20guidelines.pdf
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Teaching Analysis
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Key Consideration Questions-
Reflection Journal, pages 5-7

1.How often does your curriculum and/or reading series provide opportunities for
students to learn, practice, and demonstrate the knowledge and skills related to the
reading elements and/or text structures, and to demonstrate text analysis? Identify
ways in which you can embed these opportunities in a systematic way.

2.How do you know that students are making progress toward proficiency in
analyzing text and what do you use to guide your instructional next steps? Examine
the TDA Learning Progressions. In what ways could you use the Progressions to
revise your instructional decisions?

3.Compare the TDA Learning Progressions to the PSSA TDA Scoring Guidelines. In
what ways are they the same and different?
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For More Information…

Thompson, J. (2018). Understanding Text 
Dependent Analysis. Center for 
Assessment (www.nciea.org)

Or

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Understanding-TDA.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Understanding-TDA.pdf
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
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Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series

Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts
Understanding Text Dependent Analysis
Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts
Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis
The Difference Between Inference and Analysis
Purposeful Annotations
Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis
Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures
Collaborative Discussions
Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response
The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions
Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses
Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis
Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis

Module 1: 
Module 2: 
Module 3: 
Module 4: 
Module 5: 
Module 6: 
Module 7: 
Module 8: 
Module 9: 
Module 10: 
Module 11: 
Module 12: 
Module 13: 
Module 14: 
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards
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