
     

     
                     

       
   

 
                         

                     
 

                
                  

                    
                      

                      

        

                            
                   

                                
                 

               
                         
                               

Classroom Diagnostic Tools 
Grade Level Summary, Instructional Shifts, and Diagnostic Category Skills List – 

ELA: Reading Grade 8 
Printing Instructions 

To provide the Grade Level Summary and Diagnostic Category Skills List to your 
students or their parents/guardians in pamphlet format, use the following steps. 

1. With this document open, click File, then Print. 
2. If your printer allows you to print double‐sided pages: 

a. Under Settings, Document, select Print Custom Range, and enter 2‐3. 
b. Select Print on Both Sides and Flip Pages on Short Edge. 

3. If your printer does not allow you to print double‐sided pages: 
a. Print only page 2. 
b. Reload the pages into your printer and print page 3 on the back of 

page 2 with the pages turned along the short edge. 
4. Place the page in front of you with page 2 (ELA Grade 8 Summary; Craft and 

Structure, and Integration of Knowledge and Ideas–Literature Text; and 
Craft and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas–Informational 
Text, and Vocabulary Acquisition and Use) facing up. Fold the right side in 
first and then the left side so the cover of your pamphlet is the first page. 



 

       
 
           

           
             

             
             
           

             
                 
               
           

           
             

               
             

         
               
             
             

           
               

           
           

         
           
             

   

           
       

 

            
         

           
     

 

            
           

 

          
 

 

          
 

 

            
         

 

           
     

 
 

            
 

 

          
 

 

          
 

 

          
 

 

        
 

            
     

 
       

 

          
 

 

      
 

 

ELA Grade 8 Summary 

In eighth grade, students grapple with high‐

Craft and Structure, and Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas—Literature Text 

Craft and Structure, and Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas—Informational 
Text 

quality, complex, nonfiction texts and great 
works of literature. Students know how to 
cite textual evidence supporting an analysis or 
critique. Students know how to question an 
author’s assumptions and assess the accuracy 
of the claims. Eighth grade students read 
closely and find evidence to use in their own 
writing; they analyze two or more texts that 
provide conflicting information on the same 
topic and identify whether the disagreement 
is over facts or interpretation. They analyze 
how point of view can be manipulated to 
create specific effects such as dramatic irony 
and investigate how particular passages 
within a text connect to one another to 
advance the plot, reveal a character, or 
highlight an idea. Students have developed a 
strong vocabulary of academic words which 
they use to speak and write with more 
precision. Their writing continues to grow 
focusing on organizing ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories; choosing 
relevant facts well; and using varied 
transitions to clarify or show the relationships 
among elements. 

 

 

Analyze how author’s use of the 
differences between the points of 
view of characters and the reader 
creates an effect. 

Analyze author’s use of forms or 
structures of two or more texts. 

 Analyze author’s point of view or 
purpose. 

 Analyze author’s use of text 
structure. 

 Determine author’s use of word 
 

 

 

Determine author’s use of word 
meanings. 

Determine author’s use of figurative 
language. 

Analyze how modern fiction draws on 
myths and traditional stories. 

meanings. 

 Determine author’s use of figurative 
language. 

 Evaluate arguments or claims. 

 Analyze how two or more texts 
provide conflicting information. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

 Determine meaning of words or 
phrases. 

 Interpret figurative language. 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

   
   

   
   
 

   

   

   
 

   

   

   
 

   

   
 

     
 

   

     

   

   

   
 

 
 
 

   

 

 

 

       

 

 

     

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
     
     
   

     
   
     
       
   
     

   
   
   
       

     
       

   
 

 

 
   

 
 

   
   

     
   

       
       

 
     
 

   
     
     
     
     
   

   
   

   
   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA Coree Instructional SShifts in ELA/Literacy 

1. BBalancing informmational and liteerary 
ttext 

2. KKnowledge in thhe disciplines 
3. SStaircase of commplexity 
4. TText based answwers 
5. WWriting from soources 
6. AAcademic vocabbulary 

Diagnosstic Category Skkills List 

Key Ideaas and Details——Literature Texxt 

 Cite evidence to suppport inferences or 

Materials 
& 

Resources 

Safe and 
Supportive 

Schools 

Student 
Achievement 

Standards 

Instruction 

Assessment 

Curriculum 
Framework 

geneeralizations. 
Additional MMaterials and Resources can  Anallyze theme. 
be found att: 

 Provvide a summary. 
http://wwww.pdesas.orrg/ Anallyze how elemeents of a story afffect 

charracters. 
or 

Key Ideaas and Details——Informational Text 
https:///pa.drcedirect.ccom/ 

 Cite evidence to suppport inferences or 
geneeralizations. 

 Anal tral idea is lyze how a cent 
deveeloped. 

 Provvide a summary. 

 Anallyze how ideas aare connected. 

July 2014 

ELA: RReading 
Graade 8 

Grade Level Summary 
annd 

Diagnosticc Category 
Skillss List 

The Ennglish Language AArts summary for 
grade 88 describes the pperformance in Ennglish 
Languaage Arts that studdents in grade 8 aare 
expectted to demonstraate. The PA Core 
Instrucctional Shifts in ELA/Literacy repreesent 
the moost significant shifts for student 
learninng and thinking about assessment 
found in the PA Core Sttandards. The 
Diagnoostic Category Skiills List provides 
descripptions of skills thaat students can bbe 
expectted to demonstraate within each 
Diagnoostic Category whhile taking the 
Classrooom Diagnostic TTools for Reading.. 
While tthis list does not include every 
possible skill that studeents may encountter 
within the CDT, it does provide a 
representative sample ffor each diagnosttic 
categoory. 

http://wwww.pdesas.orrg
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