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Citizenship Curriculum Contest 

 

Contest Overview
The Pennsylvania Department of Education, PennCORD, and the National Constitution Center invite Pennsylvania educators of grades K-12 to submit their outstanding civics classroom lesson plans.  Lesson plans should engage students in developing a deeper understanding of citizenship and how government works and be framed around the rights and responsibilities of citizenship as detailed in the PA Academic Standards.  

The educators who develop the top lesson plans will be invited to attend a luncheon at the Governor’s Residence hosted by the First Lady of Pennsylvania on November 16, 2010.  At that time, the top three lesson plans from across the Commonwealth will be announced.  The grand prize winner will receive a monetary award and a trip to the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia with his/her class.   The top lesson plans will be posted on PDE’s SAS website, and winning teachers will have an opportunity to join SAS’s Professional Learning Community established specifically for civics educators.

Awards
· Finalists will be announced on October 30, 2010, and will attend a luncheon at the Pennsylvania Governor’s Residence in Harrisburg, PA, on November 16.  At that time, the top five finalists will be announced, with the grand prize winner receiving a trip to the National Constitution Center with his/her classroom, along with a $1,000 monetary award provided by the PennCORD.
· PennCORD will also be award finalists, per the following:
· Second Place:  $500

· Third Place:  $500

· Fourth Place:  $250

· Fifth Place:  $250
· The top finalists’ lessons will be posted to the PDE SAS website.

· All participants will receive certificates of participation.
 

Participation

Participation is open to all teachers in grades K-12 in public, private, parochial, and home schools.  Teachers will submit lesson plans that address the Civics and Government Academic Standards that are currently designed for these grades.
Lesson Content
The lesson plan should include a substantive learning experience that engages students in a discussion or activities related to citizens’ rights and responsibilities on how government works. Specifically, it should identify the specific skills that are developed through this lesson that relate to citizenship, civics, and government. 
Specific alignment to the Standard Area 5.2:  Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship and Standard Area 5.3: How Government Works within the Civics and Government Standards should be evident.  (To review these standards, please visit: http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#25995.)

All lesson plans must be submitted in the PDE SAS approved lesson plan template.  The template is available at:  http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/RelatedSaSMaterials.aspx  and is also included at the end of this document.
Official Contest Rules

1. Winning entries are those that best reflect creativity, innovation, and student engagement and fidelity to the concepts of citizenship, how government works, and the rights and responsibilities of citizenship as detailed in the PA Academic Standards.   Winners are selected from among qualified entries based on creativity, inclusion of relevant and engaging activities, and the ability to inspire. 

2. All lesson plan submissions must follow the approved PDE SAS lesson plan template. Learning experiences and learning objectives must be alignment to the PA Academic Standards 5.2 and/or 5.3.

3. This offer void where prohibited and is subject to all federal, state, and local laws. 

4. Previously published curriculum is not acceptable. 

5. Odds of winning depend on the number of entries submitted. 

6. Contestants must certify that all people in the picture must know that their picture is being submitted with the curriculum in this contest.   
7. All personal expenses incurred while producing the curriculum are the responsibility of the contestant. 

8. Each winner must agree that his/her name, likeness, city, and winning curriculum may be used by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for promotional and publication purposes without additional compensation. Prior to receiving prizes, each winner will be required to sign a release provided by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to this effect and obtain a release or permission from anyone with proprietary rights in the winning curriculum. Refusal or inability to provide such releases will result in disqualification and all prizes will be forfeited. 

9. The coordinators of the contest reserve the right to cancel or suspend the contest should any cause beyond the control of  the Pennsylvania Department of Education, PennCORD or the National Constitution Center affect the security, administration, fairness, integrity of the contest, or for any reason it deems appropriate, at its sole discretion. 

10.  All curriculum must be submitted electronically to: Patti Vathis, Bureau of Teaching and Learning Support at the Pennsylvania Department of Education at pvathis@state.pa.us.
11. All qualified entries received by 4:00 pm on October 17, 2010, are eligible for the prizes. 
 Lesson Plan Definitions and Template
1. Subject:  a course or area of study composed of units

2. Grade Level/Course:  a level of student academic development or course of study

3. Title:  identifies the lesson topic

4. Alignments:  shows the connection between standard, anchor, anchor descriptor, and/or eligible content and the curriculum framework 

· Standards

· Eligible Content

· K-2 Performance Standards

· Big Idea(s)* 

· Concept(s)*

· Competencies*

5. Vocabulary:  Tier 3 words; words and language specific to that content area

6. Objective(s): the goal(s) of the unit; a subsequent measure of the student’s performance

7. Essential Question(s):  Question(s) specifically linked to Big Ideas that frame student inquiry and promote creative and critical thinking
8. Duration:  expected length of the lesson plan

9. Materials:  various items which are used to support the lesson 

10. Suggested Instructional Strategies:  strategies embedded within instructional procedures including “WHERE TO” (Wiggins and McTighe).

11. Instructional Procedure(s):  various ways in which the lesson can occur including learning activities and extensions as a sub-heading. Extensions are examples of how the content and/or the instructional procedures described in lesson plans may be modified to address the specific needs of other student populations, such as ELA, special education, or gifted students.

12. Formative Assessment:  a process used by teachers and students during instruction that provides feedback to adjust ongoing teaching and learning to improve students’ achievement of intended instructional outcomes

13. Related Materials & Resources:  other materials, links, etc. which support the lesson
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