Welcome to Environmental Biology
Congratulations. You have met the requirements to participate in Environmental Biology next year. You should pick up your textbook from Mr. Allman in room B-13.

Please give the enclosed letter to your parents so that they may know of the opportunity and responsibilities you have been given.
This course will include units of study from Biology, (the study of living things) and Ecology (the environment in which these living things are found).  Students will have the opportunity to employ the various processes of science and should be able to demonstrate their understanding of basic biological and ecological ideas.  They will gain both laboratory and field experiences.  Prior to the course, students will complete an independent summer activity that will be assigned by the instructor.  Students enrolled in this course are expected to take Chemistry in their sophomore year, Physics in their junior year and an advanced science course in their junior and/or senior years.

Summer Assignment
You are expected to complete the following assignments and submit them via email or turn them in to the High School office by Monday, July 29, 2019 - 3p.m.  If the assignments are not completed and turned in by the due date, you will receive a 0 for summer work and begin the 1st quarter with an F. If you have any questions, I can be contacted at callman@avsd.k12.pa.us.  You can visit Environmental Biology on the class website (http://websites.pdesas.org/callman/) to access documents.
· Read chapter 1, The Nature of Science.

· Respond to the section review questions on pages 6, 13, 18, 19 and 21.

· Complete Problem Solving: Using Dimensional Analysis on pages 14 and 15.

· Complete Chapter Review on pages 24 and 25.
· Read chapter 2, Biology as a Science.
· Respond to the section review questions on pages 31 and 38.

· Complete Chapter Review on pages 42 and 43.

· Complete the Fields in Biology sheet indicating what the focus is of each branch of biology.

· Read the Science Safety Contract.  Both you and a parent need to sign one of the contracts indicating that you have read and understand the contract (contact me if you have any questions).  The signed contract needs to be turned in with the rest of your summer work (place the 2nd copy of the contract in your notebook).

· Using the contract as needed, take the Science Lab Safety Test (all questions except #21 – we will go over this in class).

· Prepare for an exam on Chapters 1 & 2 to be administered at the end of the first week of school.
Sustaining Enrollment in Environmental Biology

At the end of the 1st quarter of ninth grade, the science department will review the student’s grade and work ethic.  A recommendation will be made if the student should continue in the accelerated track.  If the student has a grade below an 85% in the first quarter or they are not completing 85% of their work, it will be recommended to have them return to the regular science track.  The student will be monitored throughout the ninth grade year and their placement in Environmental Biology can be re-evaluated at anytime.

