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It is essential to document your sources whenever you are doing research in order to avoid the threat of plagiarism. MLA style requires that you create a Works Cited page and use parenthetical references within your paper. 

For full MLA style, please see the MLA Guide, 8th edition in the reference section. 
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Parenthetical References (In-text Documentation)

Parenthetical references include the author’s last name and the page number where the information used is located. Parenthetical references must be used for exact quotes! They should also be used for statistics, studies, opinions, theories, unusual facts, case studies, or information that is not well known. When in doubt, use them. When the reader notices the parenthetical references, he/she can refer to your Works Cited page to see the full citation. If you use a parenthetical reference, the source must be in the Works Cited page. Do not rely too heavily on direct quote or one source; keep your paper varied. 
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…(Hughes 10).
As Hughes states in his article, “….”(10). 

Other Notes

The Works Cited must be alphabetized by the first word in the entry. 
Make sure to use a variety of resources by a variety of authors.

Make sure to double space the Works Cited page and use a hanging indent style.

When in doubt, cite!
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