RULES AND POLICIES OF MR.STEMLER’S CLASSES
CLASSROOM RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Come prepared for class with your textbook, notebook, and a pencil or a blue or black pen. A “textbook sign” will be posted on the window outside my room as to determine textbook requirement.
2. After entering the room, be seated at your desk. Look at required materials and follow directions written on the blackboard. COPY the Objective for the Day in your notebook. Be sure to write the objective number and the date it was posted. If the objective is the same as before, you do not have to recopy.Prepare to answer/do the  Quasimodo (bell ringer)  which is an intro exercise or quick review. Past students found it helpful to write these down.

3. KEEP all hand-outs, worksheets, tests/quizzes, notes, and homework in your notebook or a folder until they are collected at the end of the marking period. All worksheets and Note sets are numbered. Notebooks are graded for completeness, neatness, and organization. THIS HANDOUT MUST BE KEPT AND LABELLED #1!!!
4. Come to class with an open mind and a readiness to learn by participating earnestly in all classroom activities & discussions.
CLASSROOM RULES – EXPECTED BEHAVIOR

1. Show RESPECT by prompt attendance and sitting in your seat ready to learn with your book, pencils, papers such as homework, and notebook on your desk so class can begin promptly. Please PLAN your route to class in order to get here on time. Sit properly in your seat; write down the objective, read the board, and study.
2. Show RESPECT by listening when others are speaking, writing only class related notes, raising your hand to be recognized, and speaking up to be heard. Address people appropriately and treat them with dignity.

3. Show RESPECT by doing what is requested by the teacher. If asked a reasonable request, do it without question. Then, after class if you want to discuss the situation with me, do so. This is the mature thing to do. In real life, we all must do things that we do not want to do or are uncomfortable doing (public speaking). School is not a democracy. Within the school and C207, there is a chain of command – Mrs. Evans/Mr. Ebbert – Mr. Stemler – you.

4. Show RESPECT by maintaining control of your body. Maintain a proper learning posture by sitting up, keeping your feet on the floor, and setting your attitude in a positive learning mode. SMILING helps! Keep your body parts and your properties to yourself; likewise, other persons and their belongings will be left alone.

5. Show RESPECT for my property. Ask politely to use something in my classroom. Take time to return everything to its proper place/container. Use materials properly. If you break something, PLEASE inform me.
6. Show RESPECT by following the rules as written in the LAMS Handbook/Planner, following verbal directives, following classroom procedures, and using common courtesies such as honesty, politeness, and appropriate language. Words such as PLEASE and THANK YOU go a long way. Lunch time delays or short writing assignments are given for minor rules infractions, however, detentions will be given if misbehavior warrants more serious consequences or minor problems continue. Ask to use the rest room, sign out, take the lantern, sign in hallway, sign out hallway, sign in book.
IF YOU RESPECT THE NEEDS OF OTHERS TO LEARN, THEY WILL RESPECT YOURS!!!
HOMEWORK POLICY
1. Make a real attempt at doing all the class work and homework. If you do not understand the assignment, at least try the work to the best of your ability. NO BLANKS!!! Keep digging for the answer if you can’t find it on the first reading. THINK through the question and GIVE an appropriate answer that has a little common sense. I grade almost all homework in some manner. Doing “grunt work” is a life skill to learn.  WE LEARN THROUGH TRIAL AND ERROR!!!

2. Write your name, section, and date in the upper right hand corner on all assignments. Failure to do so will reduce your grade slightly.

3. All homework will be done! Homework must be at a minimum over 60% complete and accurate to receive a passing grade. All homework must be completed and signed off by the due date to be eligible for full credit. However, I recognize that there are times when a family emergency exists or a “sudden illness” prevents you from having the work done on time. If this is the case, I expect a note from your parents/guardians on the due date explaining why the work could not be completed. Otherwise, the homework will be considered late and face the penalties as listed below. All homework will be done with #2 pencil or blue or black ink. It is expected to be neatly done on notebook paper/computer paper unless a handout is provided. Neat means “clean erasures, no rips or half pages, no frilly edging, and written in a readable manner. If work is not provided in this manner, you may be required to redo the work at lunch or take a grade reduction.
4. Students are responsible for handing in all missed homework due to illness or trips. This should be done within a reasonable time of the absence as established in the LAMS Planner/Handbook. See page 19.
5. ALL unexcused late homework will have points deducted based upon the points weight of the assignment. Generally, late homework is given @ 60% credit. Major projects will have the grade adjusted by 10 to 50% depending on the length of delay. All late homework must be personally shown to me at the beginning of the next class. An “incomplete (I)” can be awarded on your report card because of missed assignments. This can affect your honors status. THREE late/missed/incomplete homework assignments merit parental notification and possible detention.
6. Sometimes, if everyone in class has the homework assignment completed on time, the class earns an extra bonus point on the assignment. A good way to stay up with the homework is to use the 8 White Website. (See 8 White HW Policy).
TEXTBOOK POLICY
1. You will be issued one textbook for the year. It is your responsibility to check at my homeroom window to determine if the textbook is required. PENALTY: (10X) “I will bring my ‘history baby’ to class when required so I can learn.” or LUNCH TIME DELAY – 5 minutes
2. Your American History: Beginnings text must be covered at all times. If the bookcover is in disrepair, be sure to have it with you. PENALTY: 10X: “My history baby will be clothed at all times to protect it from harm,” or LUNCH TIME DELAY – 10 minutes (or as much time as it takes to put a cover on your book.)
3. History textbooks should not be left laying around the school including C207. PENALTY: 10X: “I will not abandon my “history baby” for fear it will be kidnapped,.” or LUNCH TIME DELAY – 5 minutes
4. No graffiti or writing of any kind will be done in your textbook unless instructed to do so by your teacher.

5. Misplacing/losing your textbook will cost you money – @ $85. Use a folder or three-ring binder to store papers – not text.
CONSEQUENCES

Contrary to the 1960s hippie slogan, classroom rules are not to be broken. However, they can be changed. Rules are made so that a culture can achieve its goals and maintain an orderly society. The goal of any classroom is to learn. If you do not choose to follow the rules, thus making learning more difficult, then you have chosen to accept its consequences.

1. If YOU CHOOSE to use inappropriate behavior which I feel prevents my ability to conduct this class in a positive manner, YOU HAVE CHOSEN to accept the consequences. Severity of misbehavior will determine the level of consequence.



LEVEL 1 – A QUIET REMINDER in class and/or a PRIVATE CONFERENCE


LEVEL 2 – APPROPRIATE WRITING ASSIGNMENT/AFTERSCHOOL DETENTION


LEVEL 3 – TEAM INTERVENTION


LEVEL 4 – PRINCIPAL INTERVENTION
2. I am a firm believer that a WARNING TO ONE is a WARNING TO ALL.

GRADING POLICY
1. Each assignment/assessment is given a point value. In the U.S. history class, your marking period grade is determined accordingly: tests, quests, and major projects (60%), homework assignments (20%), small projects and class worksheets (10%), and quizzes (10%). Final year grade is based upon the average of the four marking period grades.
2. EXTRA CREDIT PROJECTS must be designed by the student and provided in writing for approval at least two weeks in advance of the marking period close out. Maximum number of e.c. points one can earn is ten which approximates 3% in a marking period. Only one extra credit project allowed in a school year.
OPEN DOOR POLICY – I believe that I am a fair teacher when it comes to students concerns.  If you believe a problem exists in the classroom, personal or class-related, please give me the courtesy by seeing me after class or by making arrangements to talk with me sometime before seeing the principal. I am here for you; see me if you need extra help.
