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o Mark your confusion.
o Purposefully annotate the article (@8 mature, thoughtful responses passpage to what the author is saying)
o Write a 250+ word response to the article.

The deadly threat of a solar superstorm
by The Week staff, December 12, 2015
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aviation, silence telecommunications, and fry much of the electrical grid — catapulting our society back to
the 19th century for months or years. Peter Pry, executive director of the federal EMP Task Force on
National and Homeland Security, told Congress this year that a major EMP could cause widespread
“starvation, disease, and.societal collapse, that could lead to the deaths of tens of millions of people. The
Obama administration recently released a multiagency battle plan to study and defend against what many
scientists consider the most likely source of EMPs: solar storms, which Bill Murtagh of the White House
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Yes, several times. The last one, dubbed the Carrington Event (see bottom), hitin 1859. A far smaller solar ',E;‘ coutvEd poih
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v devastating nuclear response. If a country or terrorist group were going to attack the U.S. with nuclear ‘ -
weapons, most analysts think, they would choose to cause more direct and immediate damage by Viar K £,

targeting Washington, New York, and other population centers.
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What protective measures are possible? Al |14 A
The Obama administration has taken steps to replace some aging satellites that monitor space weather <j1% ,CE UW‘C
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Murtagh. The strategy also includes assessing the Vu]nerablllt{of the power grid, increasing international {
cooperation, and improving solar-flare forecast technology — a crucial step. But Pry, chairman of the EMP
with appropriate urgency. It would cost about $2 billion — the amount of foreign aid we give to Pakistan ':\
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On Sept. 1, 1859, British astronomer Richard Carrmgton notlcéd a bnlhant solar ﬂare over England. In =
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North America and Europe; in some cases, lines sparked and offices caught fire. Otherwise, the damage V‘M

was minimal; after all, that was long before humanity became utterly reliant on electronics — as it was

when history repeated itself 153 years later. "The July 2012 storm was in all respects at least as strong as ¢

the Carrington Event," says astronomer Daniel Baker. "The only difference is, it missed." . . . o oikes
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@ What would your personal life look like if all electronics were one day fried by an electromagnetic

pulse?
@ Is the $2 billion proposed defense against an EMP’s effects worth it, in your opinion?

@ Choose any passage and respond to it.
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