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“Step” Functions

Functions whose graphs resemble sets of stair steps are known as step functions. The most famous step function is
the greatest integer function, which is denoted as f(x) = [[x]] and is defined as the greatest integer less than or
equal to x.

Examples:
[[—1]] = (greatest integer < —1) = —1

[[. 5]] = (the greatest integer <.5) =0
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“5” = (the greatest integer < 5) =1



