Introductory Assignment to Chapter 13: Manifest Destiny

Introduction to the Assignment: To appreciate history, one must use the imagination to appreciate what it would be like back in the early part of the 19th century when the United States was not a land of interstate highways and roads connecting large cities, but a vast land area with untamed frontier. The time period before the US Civil War (1820s – 1860s), saw a migration of people westward beyond the Mississippi River headed for places like California or Oregon or Texas. These places are beckoning people to relatively unknown lands occupied by unfamiliar people. But go settlers will – ever westward by boat, wagon, horseback, but mostly on foot.

The Assignment: Enter your “Wayback” Time Travel Machine. Become an 18th century Easterner looking for a new life. Below and on the back are five questions to ponder and to respond. You are required to answer a minimum of three questions in at least a well-constructed five sentence or more paragraph for each question. Write your responses on a clean sheet of notebook paper or word processed. Also, answer the Agree/Disagree topics.

Questions to answer: (Remember you have to answer at least three.)

1. What might be some reasons someone would have for making a long trip across unknown territory to a new place of living? Think of at least three possibilities and explain them in detail.

2. What might be some challenges (worries, risks) that would be faced making a long trip across unknown territory to a new place and how might they be overcome? Think of at least three possibilities and explain them in detail.

3, How might geography (weather, climate, topography, habitat, etc.) affect your travel westward?
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4. What do people gain and lose when they choose to move to a place far away? Explain two examples of each.

5. Enter your “Wayback” Time Travel Machine. Become an 18th century Easterner looking for a new life. Explain at least three factors you would consider to help you determine if you would make the trip westward.

AGREE or DISAGREE: Indicate whether you AGREE or DISAGREE with the following THREE STATEMENTS and provide a few sentences to defend your decision.

Statement #1: TRAVELING ACROSS UNKNOWN TERRAIN WAS SLOW AND SOMETIMES DANGEROUS.

Statement #2: MOVING WEST WAS AN EASY DECISION FOR PEOPLE TO MAKE.

Statement #3: JOINING WITH OTHERS ON THE TRAIL INCREASED CHANCES OF SUCCESS.
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