U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 1900 THROUGH WORLD WAR I
I. Canal Zone Diplomacy

A.  The lesson of the U.S.S. Oregon.

1.  The journey of the USS Oregon
     During the Spanish-American War took three times the distance from Puget Sound to Cuba.  This could have been eliminated with a canal route across the isthmus of Central America.
2.  The chief obstacle to a US canal across the isthmus of Central America is the 1850 Clayton-Bulwer Treaty with Britain.  The US and Britain would jointly build a canal across the isthmus of Central America.


B.  Diplomacy

1.  1900 The First Hay-Pauncefote Treaty-the US could build but not fortify a canal.  Americans are upset with this treaty.

a. Pressure on Britain 

     1) Possible friction with the US who the British view as a valuable ally.

     2) Boer War-exhausting the British public and treasury.

     3) Worsening relations with Germany.

2.  1901 the Second Hay-Pauncefote Treaty.  The US could construct and fortify a canal in Central America.
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   a.isthmus-a narrow strip of land connecting two larger land areas.

3.  Canal Routes

   a. The deLesseps Company built the Suez Canal in Egypt, but failed in Panama because of rougher terrain, tropical diseases, and lack of money.

   b. Nicaragua was another possibility because much of the country is composed of Lake Nicaragua and Congress favored this route.

         4.  Philippe Bunau-Varilla

             a. He was the former chief engineer for the deLesseps Company.  He contacted the “right  people” in Washington-Theodore Roosevelt, John Hay, and political boss Marcus Hanna.  He convinced the American’s that there was active volcanic activity in Nicaragua by designing a postage stamp with a volcano
In the background, which was actually dormant, but he drew a plume of smoke coming out the volcano.

1) The “bogeyman” of volcano activity was reinforced when Mt. Pelee’ on Martinique erupted and killed 30,000 people.

5.  1902 Congress votes on the Panama route if they can secure a “right-of-way” from Columbia.

a. Panama was part of Columbia at the time.

6.  The Hay-Herran Treaty-the US obtains canal rights 6 miles wide for 10 million and a 250,000 annual payment to Columbia for perpetuity.
a. Columbia’s government will not ratify the treaty.  Theodore Roosevelt is furious.

He said, “Dealing with the Columbians was like trying to nail jelly to a wall.”

b. Columbia owns the land and it is its’ most valuable asset.  The Columbians don’t like the price-the US paid France 40 million for the right to take over the French company, the deLesseps Company,

To build a canal across Panama.

7. People living in Panama are upset with being ruled by Columbia.  There have been many revolts in the past against Columbia but they all had failed.

a. Herran arranges another revolution in Panama.  As the Columbian army marches north to Panama, the USS Nashville is dispatched to Colon, Panama.
b. When Columbia sees the US naval forces, it backs down and Panama declares itself free from Columbia and Theodore Roosevelt recognizes Panama as an independent country.

8. The Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty

a. Philippe Bunau-Varilla names himself   foreign secretary of Panama.

b. He enters into a treaty with the US.

1) US pays Panama 10 million.

2) The US will pay Panama 250,000 annually.

3) The US receives a canal zone 6 to 10 miles wide.

4) The US has extraordinary sovereign rights in Panama.

5) Panama is upset with this arrangement but the US Senate approves the treaty.
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9. Building the Canal

a. The first thing the U.S. has to do is to eliminate the tropical diseases that caused the deLesseps Company to fail.
b. Carlos Juan Finlay, a Cuban doctor trained in Philadelphia, had first suggested that yellow fever was spread by a certain kind of mosquito.

1)  Dr. Walter Reed was sent to Panama to study Finlay’s experiments.  He agreed with his
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3) conclusions and American volunteers agreed to be bitten by mosquitoes to prove the theory was true.  It was.

4) Major William Gorgas used the U.S. Army to eliminate yellow fever in Panama.  He drained the swamps and ponds where mosquitoes laid their eggs.

      c. Colonel George Goethals was put in charge of the Army Corps of Engineers and the actual construction of the canal began.

1) The army would have to construct a series of locks, devices to raise and lower ships from one level to another.

2) It would take ten years, 1904 to 1914 to complete the canal.

3) A nine-mile-long channel had to be cut through mountains of solid rock.  This was at first, known as the Culebra Cut, but later changed to the Gaillard Cut after the engineer in charge of the project.                        [image: image4.jpg]



d. Roosevelt said at the opening of the canal, I took the Canal Zone and let Congress debate.

e. In 1921, after Roosevelt died, Congress gave Columbia 25 million to make up for the loss of Panama.

f. In 1978, President Jimmy Carter signed a new treaty with Panama which provided that, at the end of the 20th century; the Canal Zone itself would be turned back to Panama.

II. Prelude to the Great War
A.  Theodore Roosevelt and World Politics.                                  
1.  TR’s foreign policy will be based on sea power.

     a. Kaiser Wilhelm II launches a gigantic naval race with Great Britain.

     b. dreadnought-large modern battleships.  The U.S. begins constructing these.                     [image: image5.jpg]



     1) HMS Dreadnought first one built.

     c. By 1906, the U.S. is second only to Great Britain-“The mistress of the Seas.”

     d. TR’s policy, “Speak softly and carry a big stick.”

2. Russo-Japanese War 1904
a. The Japanese navy, led by Admiral Togo, make a surprise attack on the Russian naval base at Pt. Arthur at 4:00 am in the morning.
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                      RUSSIAN SHIP SINKING AT PT. ARTHUR
b. With the Russian Asiatic fleet destroyed, the move their Atlantic squadron to Asia.

1) Dogger Bank Incident-while passing through the North Sea the Russians attack the British fishing fleet by mistake.  Whenever you see the word “bank” on a map of the ocean it means a fishing area.
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2) The Russians use diplomacy and pay reparations to keep peace with Great Britain.

c. The Battle of Tsushima Straits
1. The Japanese are waiting for the Russian fleet at Tsushima and destroy the Russian fleet.
d. The Japanese are successful in a   

Series of battles but are faced with financial difficulties.  They secretly as Theodore Roosevelt to mediate between them and the Russians.

e. 1905 The Portsmouth Conference

f. The Treaty of Portsmouth
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1) The Japanese are offended when Roosevelt opposes some of their demands.

2) Roosevelt wins the Nobel Peace Prize for ending the Russo-Japanese War but the Japanese are bitter towards the U.S.

g. Relations with Japan are further 

Strained with conditions in the Pacific and elsewhere.

1) 1905 Taft-Katsura Memorandum-Japan agrees to the U.S. sovereignty over the Philippine Islands and the U.S. recognizes Japanese sovereignty over Korea.

2) “Yellow peril” in San Francisco 1906.  The school board in San Francisco begins to segregate Japanese school children.  When the Japanese hear about this they are very angry and insulted.  They consider it a “loss of face”-the worse psychological damage in Japanese culture.  The Japanese call they day this policy went into effect as “National Humiliation Day.  The Japanese begin “saber Rattling.”

3) “The Gentleman’s Agreement.                                              
a) Roosevelt orders the desegregation of the San Francisco schools.

b) The Japanese agree to keep Japanese agricultural workers out of America.

4) “The Trip of the Great White 

Fleet.  Roosevelt decides to send 16 of our new battleships on a world tour.  The fleet visits Yokohama harbor and this gesture by Roosevelt allows the Japanese to “save face.”  They are also impressed with our naval might and want to negotiate a new treaty with us over the Pacific.
THE GREAT WHITE FLEET [image: image9.jpg]



5) Root-Takahira Agreement
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a) Both countries agree to support the open door policy in China (except in Manchuria where Japan has a free hand there.

b) In return, the Japanese guarantee a status quo-let things they way there are, in the Pacific.

3. The Algeciras Conference 1906
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a. There is friction between France and Germany over Morocco which is located in North Africa.

b. France considers Morocco a colony and Germany is interfering there.

c. The Germans said they were asked by Morocco to help them got out from under French domination.

d. France and Germany are near war over Morocco.  The Kaiser (king) of Germany is not ready for a war with France and asks Roosevelt to call an 
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international conference

to settle the problem.

f. The countries meet in Algeciras, Spain and all the countries sided with France except the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  This is also known as the First Moroccan Crisis.

g. The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine.  The U.S. would make Latin American countries pay their debts or the U.S. would collect them.

h. “Gunboat Diplomacy”-the U.S. uses the trip of the Great White Fleet as a show of force to prevent Europe in interfering in the Western Hemisphere.

B.  Taft and Dollar Diplomacy   

     1.  Taft is no TR in foreign Policy

          a. He did not have TR’s tact and charisma.

          b. He left all foreign policy matters in the hands of his Secretary of State Philander Knox who was a corporate lawyer by trade.

          c.   Taft and Knox made no real effort to maintain the balance of power in Europe and Asia.  Believed the policy of “dollars instead of bullets” would work. [image: image13.jpg]



2.  Policy in Europe

     a. Taft had a “hands off” policy in the following crisis in Europe.

     1) 1911 The second Morocco Crisis-a German gunboat enters the Moroccan port of Agadir. The German gunboat, the Panther was almost fired on by the French.

     2) 1911 The Italo-Turkish War

     3) 1912 The First Balkan War.

3.  The Far East

     a. Manchuria-The English, Germans, and French want to build a railroad.  The U.S. wants to be included in the project and is finally allowed in.
     b. In southern Manchuria a railroad line is already there built by the Japanese.

Philander Knox proposed that the international commission buy it.

c. Japan is angry by the U.S. proposal because it would violate the Root-Takahira Agreement of 1906.  This drives the Japanese and Russians closer together.  Manchuria is closed in Taft’s face.
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5. The Caribbean

a. Taft’s new policy begins in 1909-Dollar Diplomacy.
b. Secretary of State Philander Knox urges American bankers to invest in Honduras and Haiti.
c. A typical situation that would arise in Central American countries would be the situation that occurred in Nicaragua.  Taft sends in U.S. marines into Nicaragua to protect revolutionaries sponsored by the American Mining Company.

d. This policy alienates the neighboring Latin American countries.  There is saying at this time in Latin America, “First comes Coca-Cola; then the U.S. Marines.

D. Wilson and Latin America
1. The Mobile Doctrine-Wilson and his Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan want to end imperialism.

2. Wilson however, continued the U.S. occupation of Nicaragua, Santo Domingo, and Haiti.

3. Wilson purchases the Danish West Indies because the Germans wanted to buy them.  They are renamed the Virgin Islands.                     [image: image15.jpg]



a. Their value is negative but Wilson didn’t want them to fall into German hands.

4. Making Mexico Behave

a. Mexico is the most troublesome non-European problem for Wilson.  Mexico had enjoyed 3 decades of stability and prosperity under President Porfirico Diaz.

b. 1913-Over 1 billion dollars have been invested in Mexico-mostly in oil.  Britain is also heavily invested in Mexican oil.

c. Mexico is rich, but the Mexicans are poor.  Over 15 million have been reduced to peonage-having to work for someone until you pay off the debt you owe them.

d. May 1911 Francisco Madero 
Drives Diaz into exile.

e. Feb. 1913 Victoriano Huerta-spokesmen for the rich and propertied disposes of Madero.  Madero is murdered and most think Huerta did it.

1) Taft while in office does nothing.

2) Wilson takes the course of nonrecognition.

3) Britain recognizes Huerta because they want order in Mexico because of Mexican oil.  Britain had just converted the Royal Navy from coal to oil.

4) Because the U.S. does the honorable thing by placing tolls on U.S. shipping in the Panama Canal, Britain takes Wilson’s side in dealing with Huerta.

e. Nov. 1913 Wilson insists on Huerta’s resignation.
f. Feb.  1914 Washington lifts the arms embargo on Mexico and permits weapons to do to Huerta’s two leading opponents, General Carranza and Francisco Villa.  Anarchy reigns in Mexico from 1913-1915, over 70 Americans are killed.  Congress is calling for U.S. armed intervention in Mexico.  Pressures continue to build up in Mexico.             [image: image16.jpg]



g. April 1914 The Tampico Incident-a U.S. ship is unloading supplies in Tampico with the U.S. flag clearly visible.  U.S. sailors are arrested for violating martial law.  The Americans are released and Mexico issues an oral apology.

1) The U.S. Admiral Mayo insists on a more formal apology and he gives Huerta an ultimatum that is somewhat unclear and unreasonable.  The U.S. government in Washington backs up Mayo.
h. April 1914 Wilson formally asks Congress for the right to use armed intervention in Mexico.

i. April 1914  Vera Cruz Crisis

A German merchant ship approaches Veracruz with weapons for the Huerta government.  Wilson orders Veracruz seized.  The U.S. does it but at a great loss of Mexican life.  Huerta stands his ground.  Even his enemies angry at the U.S.  Latin America is now referring to the U.S. as “the Colossus of the North.”
1) ABC Powers-(Argentina, Brazil, and Chile) step in and offer to mediate.  Wilson accepts the offer.  Latin America is pleased with America.
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2)  May 1914 the U.S, Mexico, and the ABC Powers meet in Niagara Falls, Canada.  All agree on a plan to end the crisis in Mexico except General Carranza.

3)  Heurta’s days are numbered and he flees to Spain.  He is succeeded by General Carranza.

         j. October 1915 Wilson recognizes the Carranza government as the “de facto” government in Mexico.  American Catholics are upset because of Carranza’s attacks on the Church.

k. The Pershing Expedition into Mexico-Carranza doesn’t live up to his promised reforms.  His chief lieutenant Francisco “Poncho” Villa revolts.                        [image: image18.jpg]



General John “Black Jack” Pershing
1)  Villa massacres 18 “gringos” or U.S. citizens.  The U.S. is boiling mad over Villa.  Congress calls for an armed intervention into Mexico.

2)  Villa wants to involve Carranza in a war with the U.S.  March 1916-Villa crosses the U.S. border and attacks Columbus, New Mexico and kills 17 Americans.  The Southwestern states want Mexico occupied with ½ million troops.

3) Wilson orders Gen. John “Black Jack” Pershing with 12,000 men to pursue 

Villa into Mexico.  Carranza consents to this expedition.
4) Pershing is never able to capture Villa and events in Europe Become more important to the U.S.
III. WAR BREAKS OUT IN EUROPE

A.War and Crisis in the Balkans

  1. The Ottoman Empire (Turkey) is known as the “sickman” of Europe because, little by little, they were being pushed out of the Balkan Peninsula. 

   a. The Bosnian Crisis 1908-1900
     .  An agreement between Austria and Russian planted the seeds for this crisis.

1)  The Austrians agree to allow Russian warships to travel through The Dardanelles.

2) In return Russia agrees not to oppose the Austrian annexation of the Turkish provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovinian.

3) Bulgaria had declared its’ independence from Turkey.

4) Austria-Hungary had strengthened its position in the Balkan area without the Russians receiving any compensation

5) The Turks, under pressure from Germany, accepted the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina for financial compensation.
6) The country that was most angry over the Austrian action was Serbia. Because the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina were primarily “southern Slavs”, the Serbs felt they, not the Austrians should rule these provinces.
