Compare and Contrast Essay
 Point by Point Format
Introduction 
Begin with a sentence that will catch the reader's interest. This might be a reason people find the topic interesting or important, or it might be statement about something the two subjects have in common. Review opening sentences in your English text for additional ideas. 
Then name the two subjects and say that they are very similar, very different or have many important (or interesting) similarities and differences. 
Body Paragraph 1
Transitions beginning each paragraph are made by repeating ideas, phrases or words. Without transitions, the essay will sound choppy and disjointed. 
Discuss how both subjects compare on feature one. 
For each comparison, use compare/contrast cue words such as like, similar to, also, unlike, on the other hand. 
Be sure to include examples proving the similarities and/or differences exist. 
Body Paragraphs  2 and 3 
Transitions beginning each paragraph are made by repeating ideas, phrases or words. Without transitions, the essay will sound choppy and disjointed. 
Continue the pattern set in paragraph 2 discussing a new feature in each new paragraph. 
For each comparison, use compare/contrast cue words such as like, similar to, also, unlike, on the other hand. 
Be sure to include examples proving the similarities and/or differences exist. 
Conclusion 
In this paragraph, give a brief, general summary of the most important similarities and differences. 
End with a personal statement, a prediction or another snappy clincher. 



Point-by-Point or Alternating Arrangement (five paragraphs)
I. Introduction in which you state your purpose which (in this example) is to discuss differences between vacationing in the mountains or at the beach 
A.  Remember to start with a clincher- or attention-grabbing sentence.
B.  Include a sentence or two that BRIEFLY show what the topics of the essay will be.
C.  Finish with a thesis statement. (what you will talk about in your essay)
 II. First difference between mountains and beaches is climate
A.  Mountains    
 B.  Beach 
III. Second difference between mountains and beaches are types of activities
A.  Mountains    
B.  Beach 
IV. Third difference between mountains and beaches is the location
A.  Mountains   
  
B.  Beach 

V. Conclusion

