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About SAS 
 
The Pennsylvania Standards Aligned Systems (SAS) is a 
collaborative product of research and good practice that 
identifies six distinct elements which if utilized together will 
provide schools and districts a common framework for 
continuous school and district enhancement and improvement. 
 
Much research has been conducted as to what makes a great 
school. There are many intangible components. However, 
research supports the notion that great schools and school 
systems tend to have six common elements: Clear Standards, 
Fair Assessments, Curriculum Framework, Instruction, 
Materials & Resources, and Interventions. 

Clear Standards 

Pennsylvaniaôs Academic Standards are statements that define what students should know and be able 
to do as a result of instruction. 

 
Fair Assessments 

Fair Assessments are a collection of evaluation tools used to measure student performance. 
 
 
Curriculum Framework 
 
Drawn from the Academic Standards, the Curriculum Framework is a set of teaching topics by subject 
and grade level, further defined via Big Ideas, Concepts, Competencies, Essential Questions, and 
Vocabulary. 
 
 
Instruction 

 
Instruction is a collection of videos and other digital resources that highlight effective teaching 
strategies. 

 
Materials & Resources 

Materials and Resources are a collection of curricular assets to assist educators in delivering standards 
aligned instruction. 
 

Interventions 

Interventions (when fully populated) are resources to ensure all students are provided with the supports 
they need to meet or exceed grade level standards.  
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State-of-the-Art Tools for Teachers 
 

SAS is a collaborative product of research and good practice that utilizes six distinct elements to provide 
schools and districts a common framework for continuous school and district enhancement and improvement.  
The SAS Portal identifies, organizes, and delivers educational resources that are aligned to the Pennsylvania 
Academic Standards.    
 
A second major objective of the SAS Portal is to provide teachers with easy-to-use integrated classroom tools 
that enhance their teaching effectiveness: 

My ePortfolio 

My ePortfolio is a tool to organize digital resources for curriculum and instruction that provides 
anywhere/anytime access from home or school. 

My Website 

My Website is a ñpoint and clickò website builder that allows teachers to create their own web pages to 
enhance communication between school and home. 

Assessment Creator 

Assessment Creator allows teachers to create standards-based assessments that align to the 
Pennsylvania Academic Standards. 

SAS Learning Communities 

In the SAS Learning Communities, educators communicate and collaborate with colleagues from 
across the Commonwealth via communities, threaded discussion forums, and blogs. 

Curriculum Mapping 

Curriculum Mapping provides administrators with the ability to develop and maintain district curriculum 
maps while assisting teachers in accessing and using specific curricula.  Additionally, it allows teachers 
to create personalized instructional maps based on their own pedagogical approach and share those 
maps with other educators. 

PD Center 

The PD Center is designed to serve the ongoing professional development needs of Pennsylvania 
educators. It provides a platform for teachers across Pennsylvania to take online courses to meet Act 
48 requirements for certification, and track and record Act 48 credits as they complete their online 
coursework. 

Publish Your Best 

A centerpiece of the SAS Portal is our collection of high-quality materials and resources aligned to the 
Pennsylvania Academic Standards. Publish Your Best allows educators to become instructional leaders 
by creating and publishing their best work in the Standards Aligned System, and sharing it with other 
educators across the Commonwealth.  
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Navigating SAS 
 
The Standards Aligned System (SAS) is the Pennsylvania Department of Educationôs model for achieving 
consistent, standards-based, sustainable educational improvement across the Commonwealthôs public 
education system.  
 
Teachers can participate in a virtual community that allows them to access important information while 
encouraging the sharing of educational resources that are fully aligned to the Pennsylvania Academic 
Standards. 

 

 

Creating a SAS Account: 

 
 

1. Navigate to the web address: http://www.pdesas.org/  
 
 
 

2. Click the Join Now button.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Enter your First Name, Last Name and professional 
Email address.  

 
 

 

 

 

4. Enter a Password, and then Confirm the new  
       Password by typing it again.  

 
 

NOTE: Passwords must contain at least 6 characters 
                        (numbers or letters). 

 
 

5. Click the Submit button. 
 

http://www.pdesas.org/
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6. Once registered, your Name should appear in the upper-right hand corner of the page. 
 

 
 

Logging in to SAS  

 
1. First, click the Login link 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR click the Sign in here button.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Type your Email Address and Password and click 
Submit. 

 
 

NOTE: You may check the box to the left of Remember Me?  
if you wish to have the computer remember  

your login information. 
 

 
 

   Please exercise caution on public/shared computers. 
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Forgot Password  

 
1. First, click the Login link 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR click the Sign in here button.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2. Click Forgot Password. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Enter your Email Address and then click Submit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Follow the instructions contained within the email to reset your password.  For immediate concerns, 
please call the SAS Help Desk toll free at 1-877-9PDESAS (1-877-973-3727) or via email at 
helpdesk@pdesas.org. 
 

mailto:helpdesk@pdesas.org
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Account Verification  

 
The Account Verification process verifies your email address, and updates your profile to include information 
about your organization and current position. 
 

1. When you log in to the SAS Portal, you will be presented with the Account Verification screen.   
Select one of the Organization Types, and then click Continue. 
 

 
 

NOTE: You may elect to postpone the process by clicking the 
Remind Me Later button.  After postponing the process three 
times, the Remind Me Later button will disappear. 

 
 
 

2. Enter part or all of the Organization Name, 
or enter a zip code.  Then click the Search 
button. 
 

 
 
 
3. Select an Organization from the list that 

appears. 
 

 
 

4. Select a Position from the list that appears, and then click the Submit button. 
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5. An email message will be sent to the email address you used to register for your SAS account.  The 
email contains a link to our Account Activation page, which will verify your email address and activate 
your SAS account.  You may continue working within the SAS portal while waiting for the email 
message to arrive. 

 
If you do not receive the email within a reasonable amount of time (approximately 15 minutes), please 
check your ñJunk Emailò folder.  The email may have been diverted to that folder within your email 
account.  For immediate assistance, please contact the HelpDesk toll free at 1-877-973-3727 or via 
email at helpdesk@pdesas.org.  

 

 
 

6. The email will read: 

Hello, 
 
We have received a request to activate an account associated with this email address. If 
you have NOT initiated this request, please ignore this message, or contact the SAS Help 
Desk to report this incident. 
 
In order to complete your registration, you need to activate your account by clicking the 
following link: 
 
http://www.pdesas.org/module/edfx/profile/6/EmailVerification.ashx 
 
Accounts that are not confirmed within 72 hours will be removed from the system. 
 
If you have any questions or need assistance, please Contact Us, or call our toll free Help 
Desk at 1-877-973-3727. 

 

7. Click on the hyperlink within the email.  You will be taken back to the SAS portal, where  you will 
receive the following message:  

 

 
 

NOTE:  You need to be logged in to your SAS account to receive this message.  
 

 

8. Click the Continue button to close the window and continue using SAS. 

mailto:helpdesk@pdesas.org
http://www.pdesas.org/module/edfx/profile/6/EmailVerification.ashx
http://pdesas.org/module/sas/contactus.aspx
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SAS Environments 

There are two environments in the Standards Aligned System, non-registered and registered:  

In the non-registered environment, available to the public, users can access resources that support six 
distinct elements; Clear Standards, Fair Assessment, Curriculum Framework, Instruction, 
Materials & Resources and Interventions. 

 

  

 

Clear Standards Pennsylvaniaôs Academic Standards are statements that define what students 
should know and be able to do as a result of instruction. 
 

Fair Assessments Fair Assessments are a collection of evaluation tools used to measure student 
performance. 
  

Curriculum Framework Drawn from the Academic Standards, the Curriculum Framework is a set of 
teaching topics by subject and grade level, further defined via Big Ideas, 
Concepts, Competencies, Essential Questions, and Vocabulary. 
 

Instruction Instruction is a collection of videos and other digital resources that highlight 
effective teaching strategies. 
 

Materials & Resources Materials and Resources are a collection of curricular assets to assist educators 
in delivering standards aligned instruction. 

 
Interventions Interventions (when fully populated) are resources to ensure all students are 

provided with the supports they need to meet or exceed grade level standards.  
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Registered users, who are issued a username and password, have access to a full range of Teacher 
Tools. Teacher Tools are accessible through the Teacher Tools link in the upper-right corner of the 
site.  A username and password is required. 

  
 
My Profile The information provided in this section will be used to manage your SAS account.  Your profile 

will contain some information that was provided to us by your district. Registered users can 
manage their account information, identify their interests, and change their password. 
 

My ePortfolio An ePortfolio is a web-based, portable filing cabinet. You can store virtually any file you want ï 
word processing, presentations, spreadsheets, images ï and retrieve it from any computer with 
Internet access. 
 

My Website Educators can develop a classroom website to enhance communication between students, 
parents, and colleagues.  
 
Modify the site to reflect: 
 

¶ the specific classes you teach 

¶ the events relevant to your class or school 

¶ the resources you want available for yourself, colleagues, students, and/or parents 
 

Publish Your Best Allows educators to become instructional leaders by creating and publishing their best work in 
the Standards Aligned System, and sharing it with other educators across the Commonwealth.  
 

My Communities Communicate and collaborate with educators from across the Commonwealth via communities, 
threaded discussion forums, and blogs. 
 

Curriculum Mapping Allows educators to create personalized instructional maps based on district curriculum maps by 
including their own resources and to share those maps with others. 
 

PD Center Provides a platform to allow teachers across Pennsylvania to take online courses to meet Act 48 
requirements for certification, and will track and record Act 48 credits for teachers as they 
complete their online coursework. 
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The Footer Menu  

 
The Footer Menu rests at the bottom of every page in the site.  It provides quick access to a number of 
areas within the site.  The Footer Menu also provides users with a way to contact us with your 
questions and concerns.  
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Contact Us ïa simple way to address questions/comments to the staff at SAS 
 

1. Click on Contact Us in the footer menu. 
 

2. Read through the contact options, and select the one most appropriate to your question/concern. 
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3. A window will open.  The Your Name and Email 

Address fields will populate with information from 
your SAS Profile (see p. 19). 
 

4. Select a Subject, and enter your 
Description/Comments.  Please include as many 
details as possible to allow us to address the 
issue. 
 

5.  Click Send. 
 

6. We will respond (via email) to your submission in a 
timely fashion.  For immediate concerns, please 
call the SAS Help Desk toll free at 1-877-
9PDESAS (1-877-973-3727) or via email at 
helpdesk@pdesas.org. 
 

7. Click the Back button in your browser to return to 
SAS. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FAQ ï get answers to Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

1. Click on FAQ in the footer menu. 
 
 

2. A window will open.  Select the 
area of the site that you need 
assistance with. If you are unsure, 
try General Questions first. 
 

3. Select the question/concern that 
best describes your issue. 
 

4. For immediate concerns, please 
call the SAS HelpDesk toll free at 
1-877-9PDESAS (1-877-973-
3727) or via email at 
helpdesk@pdesas.org. 
 

mailto:helpdesk@pdesas.org
mailto:helpdesk@pdesas.org
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SAS Portal Site Updates 

 
Stay informed about the latest updates to the SAS Portal by viewing the Site Updates and/or subscribing to 
our RSS Feed. 
 
 

1. Locate the SAS Portal Site Updates area at the bottom-left corner of the Home Page. 
 

 
 
 

2. Click on any of the Updates to read them, or click Subscribe to RSS to 
subscribe to our RSS Feed. 

 
       
 
RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication.  It allows you to easily stay informed by retrieving 
the latest content from the web sites you are interested in. You save time by not needing to 
visit each site individually. 
 
RSS feeds can be read using software called a Feed Reader, or aggregator, which can be 
web-based, desktop-based, or mobile-device-based. Some common Feed Readers include 

Google Reader, My Yahoo, and Bloglines. 

 
 
 

3. Select a Feed Reader from the drop-down list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Click the Subscribe Now button.  
  
You may be prompted to sign in to your Feed Reader 
account. 
 
If you do not currently have an account for a selected Feed 
Reader, you may be prompted to sign up for a free account. 
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5. Any time a new Update is posted, it will be delivered to you via your Feed Reader. 
 
Site Statistics 
 

1. Locate the Total Page Views area at the bottom-right corner of the Home Page. 
 

 
 
 

2. Click the View more stats button.  
 
 
 
 

3. Read through the Analytics for the SAS Portal.  Information includes: 
 

¶ Number of enrolled users 

¶ Total number of visitors to the site, as well as total number of visits 

¶ Average time spent on the portal 

¶ Top 10 pages viewed 

¶ Pennsylvania cities with the highest number of visits 
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4. Close the window to return to the Home Page.
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Upcoming Trainings & Events 
 

1. Locate the Upcoming Trainings & Events area at the bottom-right corner of the Home Page. 
 

 
 
 

2. Click Upcoming Trainings & Events.  
 
 

3. Click a highlighted date on the calendar to display the Events on that date.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Click Home to return to the Home Page.  
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My Profile  
 
Once you are registered with SAS, you can update your profile at any time. Your profile will contain some 
information that was provided to us by your district.  Please double-check the spelling of your name, and make 
sure that your email address was entered correctly. 
 
To access your Profile: 
 
 

¶ Click Teacher Tools in the upper-right hand corner of any page in SAS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Choose My Profile from the Teacher Tools menu  
 

  
 

Personal Information  

 
1. Check to ensure your personal information is correct, 

especially the spelling of your First and Last Name 
and your Email Address.   

 
 

2. Enter a Salutation and Middle Name if desired.  
 

 
3. Enter your Professional Personal ID (PPID).   

 
 
 

 
NOTE: The PPID is a 7-digit number that all certified educators in Pennsylvania are assigned. If you are unsure of your 
PPID, please visit the PERMS site at https://www.perms.ed.state.pa.us/Screens/wfProfessionalPersonnelID.aspx 

https://www.perms.ed.state.pa.us/Screens/wfProfessionalPersonnelID.aspx
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4. Select a Grade Level, Subject Area 
and/or Course that best represent your 
current position.  

 
 
 
 

NOTE: To select multiple items in a list ï 
 

PC users hold down the Control (Ctrl) key 
Mac users hold down the Apple (Command) key 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Choose from a selection of 
Professional Interests.  
 

 
 

6. Your Position was already selected 
during the Account Verification 
process.  Please ensure that it is 
accurate. 

 
 
 

 
7. Your Organization was also selected during the Account 

Verification process.  If you need to make any changes, click 
the Edit button.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8. Select a new Organization Type from the list that appears, and then 
click the Continue button.  
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8. Enter part or all of the Organization Name, or enter a zip code.  Then click the Search button. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9. Select an Organization from the list that appears, and click 

the Submit button. 
 

 
 
 
 

10. Upload a Profile Picture.  
 

¶ Click the Change Picture icon. 
 

¶ Click Browse to locate your file. 
 

¶  Locate the item, select it, and click Open (or 
double click the file name).  
 

¶ Click the Upload button. The window will close, 
and your picture will appear within your profile. 

 
 
 

11. Click Save (in the lower left-hand corner) to update your information.  
 

 

Personal Information - Change Password  

 
 
1. Click the Change Password icon. 

 
2. Enter your Current Password. 

 
3. Type a New Password. 

 
4. Confirm the new Password by typing it 

again. 
 

5. Click the Save button.  
 

6. The window will close automatically.  The 
next time you login to SAS, use your New 
Password.  
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Clear Standards 
 
In Clear Standards users will find the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for all standard areas across all 
grade levels PreK ï 12. 

 

View Standards  

 

Using this tool, you can locate specific standards, anchors, and eligible content based on subject area 
and grade level or course.   
 
Currently, these search tools allow users to view the standards by: 

  
o Subject Area - All thirteen Subject Areas 

 

o Level ï Pre-Kindergarten to 12th grade, plus grade level Bands for K-2, 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12. 
 

o Course ï Academic courses offered at the secondary level.  
 

o School-Wide Area of Focus ï Standards for English Language Proficiency (ELP) and 
Student Interpersonal Skills (SIS) 

 

1. To begin, choose Clear Standards from the Navigation Bar. 
 
  

  
  

 

2. The View Standards tab will open.  
 
 
 
 
 

3. Select a Grade Level (or Band) and Subject Area. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
For secondary level classes, select a Course, or select a School-Wide Area of Focus (ELP or 
SIS).  
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4. Click Search. 
 

5. Search results will display, including Subject Area, Standard Area, Grade Level and Standards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Assessment Anchors, 
Anchor Descriptors, and 
Eligible Content will display for 
the following subject areas: 
 

¶ Reading 

¶ Math 

¶ Science 

 
 

 
 

 
Standards-Aligned Content 
 
On any page listing Standards, a Materials & Resources and/or Assessment button will appear to 
the right of a Standard/Eligible content statement. Click on a button to view either Materials & 
Resources or Assessment items related to that particular statement. 

 

  
 

For example, for Third Grade Mathematics Eligible Content statement M3.A.1.1.2: 
 
 
 

http://portal.pdesas.3rdl.com/Standard/StandardDetail/26410
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Saving SAS Resources 

 
Users can elect to save a SAS resource in My ePortfolio. 

 
1. Find an activity, resource, lesson, etc. within SAS.  

 

 

 
 

2. Click Add to My ePortfolio in 
the upper-right hand corner of 
the screen. 

 
3.  In the pop-up window: 

 

¶ The item will be added by default 
to the My Portfolio folder. 
Choose a different Folder 
(optional). 
 

¶ Notice the Name of the content 
has been preloaded.  You may 
change it if you desire. 
 

¶ Add an optional Description of 
the content. 
 

¶ Notice the Location (URL) of the 
page you are on has been 
preloaded.  
 

¶ Click Save. 
 

¶ The window will close, and the 
content will be added to your 
ePortfolio. 

 
 

NOTE: Detailed instructions for My ePortfolio are available on p. 66 
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Sharing SAS Resources 

 
Users can elect to Send the resource to a Friend via email. 

 
1. Find an activity, resource, lesson, etc. within SAS.  

 

 

 
 
 

2. Click Send to a Friend in the 
upper-right hand corner of the 
screen. 

 
 
 
3. A window will open.  The Your 

Name and Your Email fields will 
populate with information from 
your SAS Profile (see p. 19). 
 

4. Complete the Friendôs Name 
and Friendôs Email fields. 
 

5.  Click Send Email.  
 

6. An email will be sent to your 
friend, highlighting a piece of 
SAS content.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTE: Your friend does not need to  
have a SAS Username and Password  

in order to view the content. 
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Vertical Viewer  

Use the Vertical Viewer to take a closer look at the Pennsylvania Academic Standards as the 
complexity and sophistication of the statements increase throughout the grades. 

1. To begin, choose Clear Standards from the Navigation Bar. 
 
  
 

  
  

2. Click the Vertical Viewer tab. 
 

 
 
3. Select a Subject Area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Select a Standard Area. 
 
 

NOTE: In the Subject Area of Science, it is  
             necessary to select an Organizing Category. 
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5. A matrix spanning Grades 3-8 will appear, allowing users to view the progression of Standards 

across Grade Levels. 
 

 
 

6. Click See Grades 8-12 to view the Standards across Grades 8-12 and all appropriate Courses at 
the secondary level. 
 
 

 
 
 

7. Click on Reset Vertical Viewer to clear your selections. You may also 
elect to Print the matrix or Save it as a PDF file. 

 
8. Click on a specific Standard to view its relationship to additional levels of alignment, such as 

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content.

NOTE: A See Grades PK-3 button will appear in the 
following Standard areas: 

¶ Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening 

¶ Mathematics 
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Keyword Search  

 
Use a keyword to restrict a search to specific content areas, grade levels, courses, and levels of 
alignment. 

1. To begin, choose Clear Standards from the Navigation Bar. 
 
  
 

  
  

2. Click the Keyword Search tab.  
 

 
 

 

¶ Type in the Keyword you 
want to find.  
 

¶ Choose: 
 
o A Grade 

Level/Subject Area. 
o A Course at the 

secondary level. 
o A School-Wide Area of Focus. 

 

¶ Click Search. 
 
NOTE:  Users may limit the search by placing a checkmark next to specific level(s) of alignment. 

 
 
 
 
 

3. A list is generated showing where that word or 
phrase appears in the Pennsylvania Academic 
Standards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

29 

Version 2.6    Last Updated 6/2/2011  é
 

    Standards Aligned System |    Full Training Manual 

 

Browse Standards 

In Browse Standards, statements are arranged within standard areas from the standard statements to 
the anchors down to the eligible content.  

1. To begin, choose Clear Standards from the Navigation Bar. 
 
  

  
  
 

2. Select the Browse Standards tab. 
 

 
 
 
 

3. Select a Subject Area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4. Select a Standard Area. 
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5. Select a Grade Level/Course. 
 

 
6. Appearance of a Materials & Resources and/or Assessment button indicates that there is related 

content. You may select a button to view either Materials & Resources or Assessment items 
related to a particular statement.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Click on Reset Browse Standards to clear your selections. 
 

Printing the Standards  

 
At each level of alignment, it is possible to Print a copy of the Standards or to Save them as a PDF 
file. 

 
 
 
 

¶ To Print, click the Printer icon to the right of the level you wish to print. The printer-friendly 
version of the Standards will open in a new window. To print, go to the File menu and 
select Print. 
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¶ To Save as PDF, click the PDF icon to the 
right of the level you wish to print. You will be 
prompted to either Open the file, or Save the 
file to a location on your hard drive, file server, 
or other storage device.  

 
 
 

NOTE:  To view a file in PDF format requires Adobe 
Reader, a free application distributed by Adobe 
Systems. 

         http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/
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Download PDFs (Standards, PSSA Anchors, Keystone Anchors ) 

 
Access the PDF versions of all Pennsylvania Academic Standards and Assessment Anchor 

documents. These standards are offered as a voluntary resource for Pennsylvaniaôs schools and await 

action by the State Board of Education. The Assessment Anchors, like the Standards, are dynamic 

documents and will be adjusted periodically. 

1. To begin, choose Clear Standards from the Navigation Bar. 
 
  
 

  
  

2. Click the Download PDFs tab, and select the Download Standards, Download PSSA Anchors, 
or Download Keystone Anchors tab. 

3. Locate the appropriate Standard Area, and click the title. 

 
     NOTE:  To view a file in PDF format     
     requires Adobe Reader, a free      
    application distributed by Adobe  
    Systems. 
 
            http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/  

 

4. You will be prompted to either Open the file, or Save the file to a location on your hard drive, file 

server, or other storage device.  

 

http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/
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Unpacking the Anchors  

 
View Skills and Content related to specific Anchor Descriptors. 

1. To begin, choose Clear Standards from the Navigation Bar. 
  
  

  

2. Select the Unpacking the Anchors tab. 

 

3. E
nter a Keyword or phrase (optional). 

 

4. Select a Subject Area and 
Grade Level, and then click 
Search. 

 
 
 

 
 

5. Select an Assessment Anchor. 
 
 
 

6. Select an Anchor Descriptor. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

7. A list of related Skills and Content will appear.  Click the Anchor Descriptor to collapse the 
information. 
 

         
 
 
 
 

Common Core  
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The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors Association (NGA), with 
participation of the overwhelming majority of states, set a goal to create standards that are ñresearch and 
evidence-based, aligned with college and work expectations, include rigorous content and skills and are 
internationally benchmarked.ò  
 
As Pennsylvania follows the development of the K-12 Common Core Standards and determines the alignment 
of Common Core Standards to PA Standards, this site will provide educators with information and updates on 
the progress of that work.  
 

1. To begin, choose Clear Standards from the Navigation Bar. 
 
  
 

  

 

2. Select the Common Core tab.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Click the title of the document you wish to view: 
 

            
 

4. You will be prompted to either Open the file, or Save the file to a location on your hard drive, file server, 

or other storage device.  

Fair Assessments 
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Fair Assessments are a collection of evaluation tools used to measure student performance. 
 

 

About Assessments 

 
For more information on the four different types of assessment, visit the About Assessments tab.   
 

1. Click the Fair Assessments tab on the Navigation Bar. 
 

 
 
 

2. The About tab will open. 
 

 
 

 

3. Click on the plus sign to expand the box and read the full definition. 
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Keystone Exams 

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency in the subject areas of 
Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Literature, English Composition, Biology, Chemistry, U.S. History, World 
History, and Civics and Government. 

The Keystone Exams are one component of Pennsylvaniaôs new system of high school graduation 
requirements. Keystone Exams will help school districts guide students toward meeting state standards.  This 
section of the SAS Portal provides current information regarding the Keystone Exams. 

 
1. Click the Fair Assessments tab on the Navigation Bar. 

 

 
 
 

2. Click the Keystone Exams tab. 
 

  
 
 

3. The default is General Information.  You can click on the title of the document to view the file. 
 

 
    

4. The file will open in a new window or new tab depending on your browser settings. 

5. To view other resources, locate the appropriate topic or Subject Area in the left hand navigation 

menu, and then click the title of the document you wish to view. 
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The file will open in a new window or tab depending on your browser settings. 
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Assessment Creator 

 
The Assessment Creator allows educators to create standards-based student assessments.  Using the 
creator, users can search for and select a specific type of assessment question for a particular grade or 
course. Educators have the ability to print the student assessment along with the corresponding answer 
and scoring guide, as well as to save the assessment as a PDF or Microsoft Word document. 

 

To Access the Assessment Creator:  

 
1. Click Fair Assessments on the Navigation Bar. 

 

 
 
 

2. Click the Assessment Creator tab. 
 

  
 

Creat ing an Assessment: 

 
1. Enter a Keyword. 

 
 
 
2. Select a Subject Area from the drop-down 

list.  
 
 
 
3. Select a Grade Level or Band from the drop-

down list.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the purpose of this example, we will design an assessment for 
 Grade 4 Mathematics.  
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4. Select a Question Type ï Multiple Choice, Constructed 
Response, Short Response or Extended Response items.  
Choose All to search for every type of question. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

5. Click the Search button.  A list of test items that match your 
search criteria will be returned.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Selecting Test Items 

 
1. To include an item on your assessment, place a checkmark in the square to the left of the item. 
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             As you do so, the item will be added to your Cart, and the itemôs text will disappear: 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: To view your Saved Items list, click View Cart. 
 
 
 
 

2. Place a checkmark next to Select All to add all 
of the items on the current page to your Cart.  

 
 
 

3. When you have selected all of the items you feel are 
necessary, click Build Assessment.  

 
 

Search by Standard/Eligible Content  

 
 
Sometimes a search for test items will produce an overwhelming amount of search results.  
To narrow your results, you can perform a Search by Standard/Eligible Content, which will allow you 
to filter your search results by Standard or Eligible Content statements. 
 
 
1. Scroll to the top of the page above your search 

results, and click on the plus sign (+) to the left of 
Search by Standard/Eligible Content. 

 
 

2. A list of all Standards and Eligible Content statements that were assessed will appear. You can 
select Standard(s) or Eligible Content statements by placing a checkmark in the square to the left 
of them, allowing you to assess specific skills. 
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3. Click Search to filter your search results. You can then select questions to add to your Cart. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
4. When you have selected all of the items you feel are 

necessary, click Build Assessment. 
 
 

Reorder ing or Removing  Items in an Assessment Document  

 
 
Clicking on View Cart or Build 
Assessment will generate a list 
of the test items that are in your 
Cart. The test items will appear 
in whatever order they were 
selected in the steps above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At times the order of the test items may be inconvenient: 

 

¶ Longer, more involved Constructed Response items may appear at the beginning of the 
test, while Multiple Choice items may appear at the end 

 

¶ An educator may wish to create several versions of the same assessment, reordering the 
questions on each to prevent plagiarism in the classroom 
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Users may wish to change the order of the items to better suit their needs: 
 

¶ To manually re-order the items on the assessment, 
click on the Move Up/Move Down icons next to the 
test items you wish to move. The items will move up 
or down the list one space with each click. 

 
 

¶ To delete a test item from your assessment, 
and also from the Cart, click the Delete icon 
next to the item. To clear them all, click 
Empty Cart on the Assessment Creator tab. 
 

¶ To locate additional assessment items, click Find More 
Items.  Place a checkmark next to any additional items to 
include them in your Cart.  

 

Saving an Assessment Document  

 
In addition to the Student Version of the assessment document, users can also preview the Teacher 
version and the Answer Key. 

 

¶ The Student Version contains test items only 
 

¶ The Teacher version contains the test items, along with the answer key and scoring rubrics 
 

¶ The Answer Key does not contain test items, only the answer key and scoring rubrics 
 
 

1. Select the appropriate Version of the Assessment. 
 

 
 
 

2. Use the Move Up/ Move Down icons to order the 
test items.  

 
3. Delete any questions you no longer wish to include. 

 
 

4. Select an option for how you wish to save the Assessment:  
  

 

¶ Print ï print the assessment without saving it. 

¶ Word ï save the assessment as a Microsoft Word document. 

¶ PDF ï save the assessment as a PDF file. 

¶ ePortfolio ï save the assessment to My ePortfolio as a PDF file (All 3 versions of the 
Assessment will be saved in the ePortfolio) 
 

 



 

 

43 

Version 2.6    Last Updated 6/2/2011  é
 

    Standards Aligned System |    Full Training Manual 

Reference Materials  

 
The Reference Materials tab provides access to resources related to assessment.  These resources 
include links to online resources, PDF files and Microsoft PowerPoint presentations. 
 
 

1. Click Fair Assessments on the Navigation Bar. 
 

 
 
 
2. Click the Reference Materials tab. 

 
 
 
 
 
3. Select a resource from the list: 
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Classroom Diagnostic Tools 

 
The Pennsylvania Department of Education is in the process of developing on-line classroom diagnostic 
assessments for reading, mathematics, science, and social studies. The diagnostic assessments will be 
available for students in grade 6 through high school.  
 
The diagnostic assessment is based on content covered by the Keystone Exams and PSSA and includes 
an interactive and dynamic reporting suite. 
 
The math assessments will be field tested in May 2010 and will be available for use in the fall of 2010. The 
other content areas will be phased in between December 2010 and September 2011. 
 

1. Click Fair Assessment on the Navigation Bar. 
 

 
 
 
2. Click the Classroom Diagnostic Tools tab. 

 

 
 
 
   

¶ Click the link to access the tutorial for the Mathematics Diagnostic Assessment. 
 

¶ Review any documentation regarding the Classroom Diagnostic Assessment. 
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Graduation Requirements  

 
The Commonwealthôs new graduation requirements will help guarantee that a Pennsylvania diploma 
reflects the skills and knowledge graduating students need to be successful in college and the workplace. 
These requirements will allow districts to ensure students ï beginning with the class of 2015 ï are meeting 
state standards. Through the SAS site, the Pennsylvania Department of Education will provide 
downloadable resources to guide planning and implementation, customizable tools and templates to help 
educators better inform parents and students, and general information and frequently asked questions 
concerning the new graduation requirements, including the Keystone Exams. 
 

1. Click Fair Assessments on the Navigation Bar. 
 

 
 
 
2. Click the Graduation Requirements tab. 

 
 

 
 

 
3. Review the 

Overview: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Click the Communication Tools & Resources tab.   
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5. Select a resource from the list.  You will be 

prompted to either Open or Save the file.  
 

6. Read answers to the Frequently Asked 
Questions by clicking the plus sign (+) to the left 
of an item.  
 

Click the minus sign (-) to collapse the item. 
 

 
 

 
7. Click the Implementation Timeline tab.   

 

 
 
 

8. Review the Keystone Exam Testing Schedule, or download the related documents.  You will be 
prompted to Open or Save the file(s). 
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9. Click the Updates & Events Calendar tab. 

 

 
 
 

10. Locate an Event; click on its title to review the information. 
 

 
 

 
 

11. Click Back to SAS Updates to view all recent updates to the 
site.   

 

 
 
 

12. Click on Subscribe to RSS to subscribe to our RSS Feed.   See p. 17 for more information on RSS 
Feeds. 














































































































































































































