
Axial Skeleton: Things to Know 

Skull  

 Cranium  

o Frontal  

o Parietal  

 Coronal Suture  

o Temporal  

 Squamous Suture 

 External Acoustic Meatus  

o Occipital  

 Lambdoid Suture  

 Foramen Magnum 

 Occipital Condyles 

o Sphenoid  

o Ethmoid  

 Facial 

o Maxillae  

 Alveolar Processes 

o Palatine  

o Zygomatic 

o Lacrimal 

o Nasal 

o Vomer 

o Mandible 

 Sinuses  

o Frontal  

o Ethmoid 

o Sphenoidal 

o Maxillary  

Hyoid Bone  

Vertebral Column and Vertebrae  

 Cervical  

 Thoracic  

 Lumbar  

 Sacrum and Coccyx  

 

Thoracic Cage  

 Sternum  

o Manubrium  

 Jugular Notch 

o Body  

 Sternal Angle 

o Xiphoid Process 

 Xiphisternal Joint 

 Ribs 

o True Ribs, False Ribs, Floating Ribs 

Parts of a Vertebrae  

 Body  

 Vertebral Foramen  

 Vertebral Arch  

o Lamina and pedicle 

 Spinous Process  

 Transverse Process 

 Superior and Inferior Articular Process  

 

Functions of Bones  

Types of Bones  

 Long, Short, Irregular, Flat  

Microanatomy of Bone 

 Osteon, Osteocyte, Lacunae, 

Lamella, Central Canal, Canaliculi, 

Perforating Canal 

Fontanels  

Fractures (Open vs. Closed) 

 Comminuted, Compression, 

Depression, Impacted, Spiral, 

Greenstick 

4 Steps of Bone Repair  

3 Types of Bone Cells  

Homeostatic Imbalances 

 Sinusitis, Rickets, Scoliosis, Kyphosis, 

Lordosis, Herniated Discs 


